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Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address 

Ostendorf  Copy 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 
sources  illuminating  aspects  of  this  most 
well-known  Presidential  speech 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


January  29,  1991 

•o^oujur^  PICTURE  *  STUDIO 


^C/o^'^  OSTENPORff  ^7^2St 

225  LOOKOUT  DRIVE  •  DAYTON,  OHIO  45419 
^  1    .  Phone:  513-293-9234 

Dear  Mark: 

Here  is  a  fine  and  exact  photo  copy  m 
color  of  ray  Judge  Wills'   Gettysburg  Address...  We  now 
have  several  good  reasons  for  believing  that  this 
draft  is  part  of  the  two  folded     pages  President 
Lincoln  had  with  him  at  Gettysburg,   and  drew  from  his 
coat  pocket  when  he  made  the  speech. 

Please  let  me  kno¥  what  you  think^  as  far 
as  it  is  possible^ from  this  copy     if  it  is  Lincoln's 
penmanship  and  autograph.  I  have  no  doubts  myself. 


:t:^^ui^  .-^^.2^  o^^u^^ 
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Gettyeturg,  [Pa.] 

■To  AlJRAHAIvdLlNCpLN  j. 

•,  [Washington,  D.C;] 
ALS  r  p.  120 
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LONG  REMEMBERED 


Facsimiles         -  : .  v' 

of  the  jive  versions  of         :y.cv'^:' .      .  ' 

THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 


in  the  handivriting  of 


ABRAHAM  LINGOLN 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington:  1963 


"The  Hay  copy  is  the  one  he  intended  to  take  to  Gettys- 
burg and  read:  but  when  he  came  to  leave  the  White 
House  he  could  not  find  it.  and  took,  along  instead  the 
rougher  draft  he  afterward  gave  to  Xicolav.""" 

This  represented  a  change  in  Wilson's  thinking.  The 
Hay  cojjy  was  first  published  in  facsimile  in  the  February 
1909  issue  of  Pulttam^ s  Magazine.  There  W  ilson  wrote: 
''On  his  return  to  W  ashington,  at  the  request  of  Major 
Hay,  the  President  wrote  down  what  he  had  actually 
said."'"  The  facsimile  is  captioned:  "Made  for  John  Hay 
on  the  President's  Return  from  the  Dedicatory  Exercises, 
and  Now  First  Photographed  and  Engraved."'' 

The  February  12,  1909.  edition  of  the  .Yeiu  York  Times 
also  described  the  "version.  ...  as  written  out  by  Mr. 
Lincoln  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Hay  soon  after  their  return 
to  Washington."'-  J 

^fajor  Lambert,  by  his  admission,  based  his  theory  up- 
on information  received  from  Colonel  John  P.  Nicholson. 
What  this  information  was  is  not  known,  but  there  is 
record  of  .Nicholson's  own  description  of  the  Hay  copy. 
In  a  letter  to  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  United 
States  .Army,  in  an  attempt  to  establish  w  hich  test  of  the 
address  should  be  inscribed  on  a  pla(]ue  in  the  Gettys- 
burg Cemetery.  .Nicholson  enclosed  several  versions,  in- 
cluding: "Copy  Marlced  3:  The  John  Hay  version,  from 
a  photographic  facsimile  of  the  original  manuscript  as 
written  and  corrected  by  President  Lincoln  four  days 
after  he  had  delivered  the  address,  and  presented  to  Mr.  • 
John  Hav."'^ 

In  1909  Captain  E\an  Harris  Hiimphrcv  of  the  Quar- 
termaster (.encral's  Department  \isited  the  Hay  home  in 
\\  ashiiigton  and  made  a  verbatim  copy  from  a  photo- 
graph "of  the  co])v  ...  in  the  possession  of  .Mrs.  John 
Hay  and  .  .  .  presented  to  .Mr.  Hay  by  Mr.  Lincoln  after 
delivery  of  the  same."'^ 

In  1913  -Mr.  Nelson  Thomasson.  a  Chicago  realtor  and 
Jolin  Hay's  cousm,  added  this  testimony  in  a  letter  to 
Senator  Elihu  Root : 

Seeing  .  .  .  tliat  the  Senate  thinks  that  the  text  of  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  .Addresi  is  in  doubt;  I  write  this  line  to  sav  tiiat 
tiie  last  time  I  was  in  the  home  of  mv  cousin  Col.  John  May. 
late  Sec.  of  State,  lie  showed  nie  die  original  text  of  this  speech. 
\Nritten  bv  the  late  Pres.  himself;  and  he  remarked  at  that 
time,  that  Lincoln  "rote  it  out  imniediatelv  after  his  return 
from  Gettysbiir!;  and  presented  it  to  Mr.  I  lav.  so  that  it  could 
go  down  to  time  in  :iie  language  that  he  had  then  written.'^ 

The  e\ideiice  suzgcsts.  that  the  Hav  version  is  not  a 
draft,  but  a  copy  which  Lincoln  nude  after  he  returned 
to  \N  ashington.  The  usual  questions  of  whv  and  when 
must  be  askcdl  and.  again,  there  are  no  final  answers. 
~  On  -Nove.mber  20  Lincoln  received  from  an  eminent 
source  assurance  that  his  address  was  more  than  ordi- 
nary. On  that  day,  from  2^5  H  Street,  Washington,  Ed- 
w-ard  Everett  wrote:  "Permit  me  ...  to  express  my  great 
admiration  of  the  thoughts  expressed  by  you,  with  such 


^uch^ 


eloquent  simplicity  &:  appropriateness,  at  the  consecra- 
tion of  the  cemetery.  I  should  be  glad,  if  I  could  flatter 
myself  that  I  came  as  near  to  the  central  idea  of  the  occa-^ 
sion,  in  two  hours,  as  you  did  in  two  minutes.""'  Such 
praise  raises  the  possibility  that  from  natural  pride  in 
what  he  had  said  Lincoln  desired  to  preserve  a  copy.  The 
draft  was  incomplete,  and  he  prepared  a  fresh  copy  based 
on  his  recollection  and  the  newspaper  accounts. 
y  Further  conjecture  must  also  consider  a  letter  from 
David  Wills,  written  on  November  23.  In  it  Wills  re- 
quested, "on  behalf  of  the  States  .  .  .  the  original  manu- 
script of  the  Dedicatory  Remarks  delivered  by  you  here 
last  Thursday.  We  desire  them  to  be  placed  with  the  co- 
res[)ondence  and  other  papers  connected  with  the  project. 
(Please  append  your  certificate  to  them.)"" 

Did  Lincoln  ignore  this  request?  There  is  no  record 
that  Wills  received  a  holograph  copy  from  Lincoln;  what 
is  printed  in  Wills'  report  is  the  Associated  Press  version 
of  the  address;  but  John  Nicolay  thought  Lincoln  replied 
to  Wills.'"  -jl 

The  letter  from  Wills  was  in  the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
collection  used  by  .Nicolay  and  Hay  in  the  preparation  of 
their  biography.  In  his  Century  article,  .Nicolay  printed 
it  and  gave  this  explanation: 

Toconi[)ly  with  this  request,  the  President  reexamined  his 
original  draft,  and  the  version  which  had  a[)[)eared  in  the 
ne\v,spapers,  and  saw  that,  because  of  the  variation  between 
them,  [lie  first  seemed  inci)ni[)lete.  and  the  others  imperfect. 
Bv  Ins  direction,  therefore,  his  secretaries  made  cojiies  of  the 
.Associated  Press  report  as  it  was  jjrinted  in  several  prominent 
newspapers.  Compannj;  these  with  his  original  draft,  and 
with  his  own  fresh  recollection  of  the  form  in  wliicli  he  had 
delivered  it.  he  made  a  new  autograph  copv  —  a  careful  and 
deliberate  revision  —  which  has  become  the  standard  and 
authentic  text." 

Wliereupon  Nicolay  gave  as  "the  new  autograph  copy" 
the  version  which  Lincoln  made  for  the  Baltimore  Sani- 
tary Fair  in  April  1864. 

His  credibility  is  further  impaired  by  an  entry  in  John 
Hay's  diary:  ".Nicolay  left  this  evening  for  New  York.'"" 
The  entry  is  for  .No\  ember  23,  the  date  of  W  ills'  request. 
It  seems  safe,  therefore,  to  assume  that  Nicolay  was  not 
in  the  Executive  Mansion  when  the  letter  from  Wills  ar- 
rived. Since  he  was  out  of  the  city  until  at  least  after  .No- 
vember 26,  and  |)robably  longer,  it  is  not  likely  that  -Ni- 
colay was  present  when  President  Lincoln  acted  upon 
Wills'  request,  if  act  he  did." 

Wills'  request  was  not  the  first  received  by  Lincoln  for 
an  original  manuscript.  Less  than  a  month  be.'bre  he  had 
written  to  .Mrs.  D.  P.  Lis  ermore  of  Chicago:  ".According 
to  the  request  made  in  your  behalf,  the  original  draft  of 
the  Emancipation  proclamation  is  herewith  enclosed. 
...  I  had  some  desire  to  retain  the  paper:  but  if  it  shall 
contribute  to  the  relief  or  comfort  of  the  soldiers  that  will 
be  better.""- 


The  Nicolay  Copy 


N  O  W  N  as  the  "First  Draft,"  this,  the  earliest  extant  version  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  was  long  associated  with  John  G.  Nicolay,  Lin- 

 coin's  private  secretary.  The  first  page,  in  ink  on  the  stationery  of  the 

Executive  Mansion,  was  written  in  WhsH  111^1011  shortly  locFo  c  *  o 
Since  the  page  ends  in  an  incomplete  sentence,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that 
there  was  once  a  second  page,  also  in  ink,  which  has  not  survived.  In  Gettys- 
burg, at  the  home  of  David  Wills,  working  on  either  the  evening  of  November  18 
or  the  morning  of  November  19,  or  on  both  occasions,  Lincoln  completed 
the  draft  in  pencil.  Here,  either  in  putting  his  thoughts  on  paper  or  in  copying 
from  a  second  page  which  is  not  extant.  Lincoln  erred  by  omitting  the  words, 
"here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they  have,  thus  far,  so  nobly  carried  on." 
It  IS  almost  certain  that  this  is  the  manuscript  which  Lincoln  used  when  he  de- 
livered the  address,  but  he  did  not  follow  the  text  verbatim,  and  it  is  possible 
these  were  inteq)olated.  like  the  words  ''under  God." 

This  draft  was  in  the  po.ssession  of  .Nicolay  until  after  his  death  in  1901, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  Hay.  In  1916,  Hay^s  children  presented 
this  copy  and  the  Second  Draft  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  The  facsimile  is 


slightly  reduced. 


The  Hay  Copy 

KITTEN  entirely  in  ink  on  two  pages  of  the  same  paper  used  for 
the  second  page  of  the  First  Draft,  this  is  Lincoln's  first  revision  of 
the  Gettyslnirg  .Address.  Better  known  as  the  Second  Draft,  it  is  the 
most  inexplicable  of  the  five  copies  Lincoln  made. 

There  is  little  evidence  to  support  the  claims  that  this  was  the  reading  copy, 
or  that  it  was  made  in  Gettysburg  on  die  morning  of  November  19.  Rather,  the 
evidence  suggests  that  it  is  more  likely  a  copy  made  shortly  after  Lincoln's  return 
to  Washington.  Possibly  Lincoln  made  this  copy  for  David  Wills  in  compliance 
with  his  request  for  "tlie  original  manuscript"  but  gave  it  instead  to  John  Hay. 

The  existence  of  this  manuscript  was  not  [)ublicly  known  until  1906,  vv  hen 
William  H.  Lamlxirt  descril>ed  it  in  a  lecture.  It  was  first  published  in  facsimile 
for  [Hiblic  distnbution  in  1909.  This  copv  with  the  Fir^t  Draft  was  given  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  by  the  children  of  John  Hay  in  1916.  The  facsimile  is 
slightly  reduced. 


The  Everett  Copy 


BOTH  Edward  Everett  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish  requested  a  manuscript  of 
the  Gettysburg  Address  as  a  donation  to  the  Metropolitan  Fair  to  be  held 
at  New  York  in  April  1864.  It  is  not  certain  whether  Lincoln  made  this 
copy  before  or  after  these  requests,  but  on  February  4  Lincoln  wrote  to  Everett 
that  he  was  sending  '''herewith  the  manuscript  of  my  remarks."  It  appears  evi- 
dent, however,  from  Everett's  letters  of  March  3  to  Lincoln  and  Nicolay  that  the 
manuscript  did  not  reach  him  until  that  date  and,  in  fact,  had  not  been  mailed, 
with  an  accompanying  letter  from  Xicolay,  imtil  February  29.  On  March  18, 
Everett  wrote  to  Mrs.  Fish  that  Lincoln's  manuscript,  bound  with  the  manu- 
scn'[K  of  his  own  oration  at  Gettysburg,  had  been  received  from  the  bindery  that 
day  and  that  he  hoped  to  send  them  soon.  Everett  mailed  the  manuscript  on 
March  '22,  but  there  is  no  record  that  it  was  ever  sold  at  the  .Metropolitan  Fair. 
The  manuscri[jts.  still  boiuul  together,  were  acquired  by  Carlos  Pierce,  a  Boston 
merchant.  When  and  from  whom  are  not  known.  Pierce  died  in  Canada  in 
1870.  and  in  1877  his  widow  sold  the  documents  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Henry 
Keves.  The  copy  descended  to  her  children,  Isalx'lla  F.  and  Henry  Wilder 
Keyes;  the  latter  was  to  become  a  United  States  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 
.A.  New  York  autograph  dealer  purchased  the  copy  in  1930  and  later  sold  it  to 
James  C.  .-Vmes.  In  1944  it  was  purchased  from  .Mrs.  .\mes  with  funds  donated 
by  the  school  children  of  Illinois  and  became  the  property  of  that  State.  This 
'*copy,  in  which  the  words  ''under  God"  appear  for  the  first  time,  is  in  the  Illi- 
nois State  Historical  Library  at  Springfield,  where  die  first  page  is  mounted 
above  the  second. 


The  Bancroft  Copy 

!  S  1  HIS  copy  was  made  by  Lincoln  in  the  last  week  of  February  1864  at 
a  tlie  verbal  request  of  the  historian  George  Bancroft  and  was  sent  to  him 
_  m  with  an  accompanying  letter  dated  February  29.  Bancroft,  meeting  Lin- 
coln at  a  White  House  reception  on  February  23,  requested  the  manuscript  on 
behalf  of  Colonel  .Alexander  Bliss,  his  stepson.  Colonel  Bliss  was  a  memlxr  of 
the  committee  which  was  collecting  manuscripts  to  Ix;  included  in  a  lithographed 
v(jlume  of  facsimiles.  Autograph  Leaves  of  Our  Country's  Authors,  to  be  sold 
for  the  lx;nefit  of  the  Baltimore  Sanitary  Fair.  This  copy  and  the  otie  made  for 
Everett  were  mailed  on  the  same  dav  and  differed,  aside  from  minor  changes  in 
[)unctuation,  only  in  the  use  of  '*u[)on"  instead  of  "on"  in  the  first  sentence. 
The  manuscript  remained  in  Bancroft's  family  until  1929,  when  it  was  sold  to 
a  New  York  dealer.  It  was  later  purchased  by  Mrs.  Nicholas  H.  Noves  of  India- 
napolis. In  1949  .Mrs.  Noves  [)resented  the  co[)y  to  the  library  of  Cornell  L'tii- 
versity  at  Ithaca,  New  York. 


The  Bliss  Copy 

N  Maicli  3  the  Bancroft  copy  reached  John  P.  Kennedy,  editor  of  the 
'  vokirne  of  facsimiles,  Auto^-aph  Lmves  of  Our  Guntry's  AutJwrs 
^  ,  (Baltimore,  Md..  1S64) .  It  was,  Kennedy  wrote  Lincoln,  not  suited 
for  the  intended  purj.ose  because  it  was  not  only  written  on  pages  1  and  3  of  a 
folded  sheet,  but  it  lacked  sufficient  margins  and  needed  a  headmg  and  signa- 
ture He  asked  the  President  to  '^appropriate  another  quarter  hour  to  the  makuig 
of  another  copv  for  us/'  Two  days  later.  March  6,  Nicolav  infonned  Kennedv 
d.at  I  incohi  would  .nake  another  copy  if  he  would  send  a  sheet  nuhcating  die 
desired  size  of  the  pages  and  width  of  the  margins.  Colonel  Alexander  Bhss  re- 
plied to  Nicolav  on  March  7.  enclosing  the  ruled  sheet  he  had  requested.  He  also 
Lnt  -with  oreat  regret''  the  Bancroft  copv  and  lx:gged  that  it  l>e  returned  with 
die  new  copv"  Ixrcause  he  had  promised  it  to  his  stepfather  after  the  hthograph- 
uas  conmlered.  Tins  la.st-known  copv  of  the  address  must  have  ken  made 
shordv  after  March  7,  because*  both  it  and  the  Bancroft  copv  reached  Bliss  on 

March  11.  ,    •  ,     •    1  I      1-  • 

Lincoln  wrote  on  three  sheets  of  paper  and  used  the  identical  heading,  in- 
cluding capitalization,  suggested  in  Kennedy's  letter  to  limi.  The  addres.  was 
hd.ooraphed  and  appeared  in  die  volume  as  the  second  entrv.  followmg  1  he 
Star-Span.ded  Banner."  Since  it  repre.sents  Lincoln's  last-known  revision,  it  has 
l..conle  accepted  as  the  standard  text,  although  It  differs  from  die  Bancroft 
copv.  aside  fro.n  punctuation,  only  in  the  omission  of  --here  m  the  phrase 
-they  here  gave."'  The  Bliss  copy  is  the  only  one  dated  and  signed  by  President 

Lincoln.  ,        ,         •    i  j-  ^ 

The  originals  of  the  .nanuscripts  lithographed  for  the  volmne,  mc  uding 
the  Gettvsburg  .\ddress.  remained  with  Colonel  Bliss  and  his  famdy  until  1949, 
.vhen  thev  were  sold  at  an  auction  m  New  York  Citv.  The  Lincoln  manuscript 
was  purchased  bv  the  late  Oscar  B.  Cintas'.  a  l)usinessman  of  Havana  Cuba, 
wiio  was  once  Ambassador  to  the  United  States.  By  his  ^v.l  .  the  copy  became 
die  propertv  of  die  people  of  tins  countrv,  and,  at  his  stipulation,  it  is  now  in- 
stalled in  the  Lincoln  Room  in  the  White  House. 


ABRAHAM 


LINCOLN 


GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS  SPECIAL  EDITION 


SPRINGFIELD  POST  NO.  32 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ILLINOIS 

505  American  Legion  Avenue  •  Springfield,  Illinois  62701  •  217/523-3415 

The  signed  second  page  of  an  original  GETTYSBURG  ^^r^^i'^ 
ADDRESS  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln  was  found  inside 
a  book,  "The  Lincoln  Memorial,"  at  an  antique/flea  market  in  Northern  Ohio. 
An  International  Lincoln  Historian  has  stated  that  this  is  The  RAREST 
Lincoln  document  found  in  the  20th  Century.    The  newly-found  document 
was  revealed  on  Feb.  li,  1991  at  Springfield  American  Legion  Post  32's 
Fifty-Seventh  Annual  Pilgrimage  to  Lincoln's  Tomb  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 
THIS  ANNOUNCEMENT  SOLVES  A  128  YEAR  OLD  MYSTERY  BUT 
CREATES  ANOTHER    WHERE  IS  THE  ORIGINAL  FIRST  PAGE"^ 


February   11,  1991 


THE   HISTORY   OF   THE    GETTYSBURG   ADDRESS   AND   ITS  COPIES 


Lincoln   delivered    the   Gettysburg   address   on   November  19, 
1863    at    Gettysburg,    Pennsylvania,    the    site   of    the  most  important 
battle    of    the    Civil   War,    in  which   45,400    soldiers  were  killed, 
wounded,    or    captured.      The   event   was    the   dedication   of   a  national 
cemetery    for    the    soldiers.      Judge   David   Wills,    a   prominent  resident 
of    the    town,    was    in   charge   of   the   dedication.      He   had  developed 
the    idea   of   building   a   national    cemetery    for   the   dead  after 
viewing   the   hasty,    unbecoming  manner    in  which    the   numerous  soldiers 
had   been  buried. 

Wills  asked  Lincoln  to  make  some  appropriate  remarks  at  the 
dedication.  Lincoln  agreed,  and  historians'  research  shows  that 
his  brief  remarks  were  not  extemporaneous,  but  carefully  precon- 
ceived   and  written. 

Until    now   only    five    copies    of    the    Gettysburg  Address, 
handwritten   by   Lincoln  were   known   to    exist.      They  were  made 
at    different    times   before    and    after    the    cemetery  dedication. 
The    first    and   earliest    copj^    is   Lincoln's    first    draft   of  the 
Address.      It    originally   belonged   to   his    private  secretary, 
John   G.    Nicolay,    and    is   now   property   of    the   Library   of  Congress. 

The  four  others  are  copies  which  Lincoln  wrote  after  the 
dedication,  three  of  which  Lincoln  made  so  they  could  be  sold 
to   benefit   wounded   soldiers    and    their  families. 

The    second   draft,    known   as    the   Hay   Copy,    is    also   at  the 
Library   of   Congress.      The    third   draft,    the   Everett   Copy,    is  at 
the    State   Historical   Library    in   Springfield    in   the   Old  State 
Capitol   where   Lincoln   delivered   his    "House   Divided''  speech. 
Edward   Everett,    who   acquired   the   draft,    was    the  principal 
speaker    at    the    Gettysburg  dedication. 

The    fourth   draft,    known   as    the   Bancroft   Copy,    is    at  the 
library   of   Cornell   University,    Ithaca,    N.Y.      The  fifth--the 
Bliss    Copy--is    in   the   Lincoln   Room   of    the   White  House. 

While   historians   had   evidence    that   Wills   asked  Lincoln 
to   write    and    send   him   the   original,    certified  manuscript  of 
the    Address,    no   evidence   of    this   missing   document  existed 
until    now.      However,    the    first    page    of    this    two-page  document 
is    still  missing. 


February    11,  1991 
DR.    LLOYD    OSTENDORF:       LINCOLN    ARTIST    AND  HISTORIAN 


Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf  has  b 
life  and  face  since  he  was  12 
led  him  to  research  Lincoln  an 
Lincoln  art  work  than  all  othe 
the  world's  largest  private  co 
photographs    and  prints. 
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Ostendorf   has    authored    several    Lincoln   books,  two 
of  which    are:      Abraham   Lincoln:      The    Boy,    The   Man  and 
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he    lives.      He    is    the    Art    Editor    for    the   Lincoln  Herald 
Quarterly   Publication    and    is    a   member   of    the   Lincoln  Museum 
Board    at    the   Lincoln   Memorial    University,    Harrogate,  Tennessee 


#      //  // 


February   11,  1991 


DR.    WAYNE    TEMPLE:       CHIEF    DEPUTY    DIRECTOR    OF  THE 

ILLINOIS    STATE    ARCHIVES  AND 
LINCOLN  HISTORIAN 


Dr.    Wayne    C    Temple    received   his    Ph.D.    degree    in  history 
from    the   University   of    Illinois,    where   he    studied   with  Prof 
J.    G.    Randall,    and    after   his    death   with    Prof.    R.    N.  Current 
For    fifteen    years    he    edited    the    Lincoln    Herald,    a   quarterly'  ■ 
journal    on   Abraham  Lincoln.      He   has    also    taught    at  the 
University   of    Illinois    and    the   Lincoln   Memorial  University. 

His   writings    on   Lincoln   have   been   voluminous.  Several 
of   his   volumes   have   been   book   club    selections,  including 
Campaigning  with    Grant,    By    Square    and   Compasses:      The  Building 
^  Home    and    Its    Sag_a  ,    and    S^_ephen   A  ■    DoujlUs  :  Freemfson. 

In    addition,    he    has    written    Lincoln    the    R  a  i  1  s  p  lT7r^7:~L  i^^^^^T^  

connections  with  t^  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  and  many  others. 
His  study  of  Lmcoln's  food  has  gone  to  preiT^nd  he  is  finishing 
a    study    of    Lincoln's  Religion. 

,    ,  "^'^^    °"    Lincoln,    he    has    received    the    Lincoln  Diploma 

of    Honor    and    is    a   Life    Fellow    of    the    Royal    Society    of    Arts  in 
London.  _    His    name    is    carried    in   Who's   Who  _in   America   and  various 
other   directories.      He    frequently    is    a    reader   of   Lincoln  manuscripts 
for    the    University   of    Illinois    Press.      He   has    spoken   before  Congress, 
at    the    Lincoln   Memorial    in   Washington,    D.C,    U.S.    Military  Academy 
at   West    Point,    and   various    other    places,    including  universities 
and    colleges.      He    is    often    consulted   about   Lincoln  matters  and 
does    Lincoln    research    every  day. 

Currently,    he    is    the    Chief   Deputy   Director   of    the  Illinois 
State    Archives.      Like   Lincoln,    he    is    also    a   surveyor   and  speaks 
to    the    Registered   Land    Surveyors.      And    like   Lincoln,    is  an' 
honorary   member   of    Phi   Alpha   at    Illinois    College   where  Lincoln 
also    spoke    to    the  students. 


//      //  // 


GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS  ANNOUNCEMENT 
American  Legion  Post  32  -  Springfield,   111.   -  Feb.  91 


Speakers  at  event: 

Phil  Wagner  -  chairman  of  event;  Lloyd's  agent 
Ozzie  Langfelder  -  mayor  of  Springfield 

Commander  Robert  S.  Turner  -  national  commander  for  the 

American  Legion 
Lloyd  Ostendorf  -  Lincoln  expert  and  owner  of  document 
Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple  -  Lincoln  historian  and  chief 
deputy  director  of  Illinois  State  Archives 

Chronology; 

_         Phil  Wagner  opens  meeting  by  welcoming  guests  and 
introducing  all  dignitaries;  asks  mayor  Langfelder  to  speak 

Ozzie  Langfelder  gives  overview  of  annual  American 
Legion  celebration  honoring  our  greatest  president,  Abe 

:  t^^i^  guests  that  this  year  special  because  special 
t^^^  ^  unveiled;  thanks  Rita  and  Lloyd  Ostendorf  for 

Leaion^'^o  "'"''^^''^  'IJ  Springfield  and  for  choosing  American 
Legion  to  announce  document;   touts  document  as  most 

Commander  Turner  explains  that  there  are  currently  5 
known  copies  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  but  that  a  sixth  copy 
has  been  thought  to  exist  but  never  found;  unveils  2nd  paoe 
Of  long  sought  after  6th  copy  endorsed  to  Judge  DaviSc 
Wills;   introduces  Lloyd  Ostendorf  to  comment  on  the  document 

Lloyd  Ostendorf -s  comments: 

1.  )     Document  is  a  previously  unknown  copy  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address  -  125  years  old 

2.  )     Chose  Springfield  for  unveiling  because  Illinois 

IS  "Lincolnland" 

3.  )     A  collector  found  document  in  N.   Ohio  at  a  flea 
market/auction  in  an  old  book  titled  "Lincoln 

Memorial " 

4.  )     Because  of  his  expertise  in  the  Lincoln  field,  the 

document  was  brought  to  Lloyd  for  authentication 
Lloyd  s  opinion  and  that  of  numerous  other  Lincoln 

p=o-     .  experts  is  that  the  document  is  authentic: 

Basis  for  opinion: 

A.  )     Writing  is  classically  Lincoln;   it  flows  and 

looks  like  all  other  authentic  Lincoln 
writings 

B.  )     Document  is  endorsed  on  the  back  to  Judce 

David  Will  ^ 

C.  )     Lincoln  stayed  at  the  Judge's  house  in 
Gettysburg 

D.  )     Judge  Will  requested  in  writing  that  Lincoln 

send  him  the  original  document 

E.  J     In  order  to  oblige,  Lincoln  would  have  to: 

1 • ;     Endorse  it 


2.)     Fold  it  -  in  order  to  mail  it 

F.  )     Man  from  Associated  Press  named  Joseph 
Gilbert  took  down  Lincoln's  words  in 

shorthand  but  got  so  engrossed  in  speech  that 

he  missed  some  portions  and  had  to  ask 
Lincoln  to  see  the  manuscript;  Lincoln 
withdrew  it  from  his  coat  (had  to  be  folded); 

one  correction  Gilbert  noted  was  the  carrot 
insertion  "under  God" 

1.)     Most  other  copies  don't  say  "under  God" 

G.  )     Only  one  other  copy  is  even  signed  by  Lincoln 

H.  )     The  book  that  the  document  was  found  in  was 

published  in  1865 

1.)     It  can't  as  yet  be  traced  to  the  Will's 
family 

I.  )     The  document  was  further  authenticated  by  Dr. 

Wayne  C,  Temple 
Dr.  Temple's  comments: 

1.  )     Lincoln  never  lived  long  enough  to  write  his 

reminiscences  after  the  war  including  the  history 
of  the  Gettysburg  Address  copies 

2.  )     Lincoln  never  numbered  the  drafts  he  wrote  of  the 

Address 

3.  )     Judge  VJill  of  Gettysburg  was  appointed  by  Gov. 

Andrew  Curtain  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  chairman  for 
the  northern  states  who  organized  the  cemetary  at 
Gettysburg;   later  taken  over  by  the  government 

4.  )     Judge  Will  wrote  to  Lincoln  on  Nov.   2  and  asked 
for  his  appearance  and  a  few  appropriate  words 

A.)     The  date  was  picked  by  Edward  Everett  - 
famous  orator.  President  of  Harvard,  and 
Congressman 

5.  )     Lincoln  replied  that  he  would  attend 

6.  )     The  common  story  that  Lincoln  wrote  the  speech  on 

the  train  to  Gettysburg  is  false;  Lincoln  was  a 
slow  deliberate  writer  who  polished  his  work 

7.  )     1st  draft  of  the  speech  was  started  only  days 
after  the  initial  invitation  to  Gettysburg;  this 

draft  was  later  acquired  close  to  the  time  of  the 
event  by  Lincoln's  private  Secretary,  John  G. 
Nicolay 

A.  )     First  page  of  this  draft  starts  on  letter 
head  size  paper  (executive  mansion 

stationary)  before  the  trip;  speech  was  not 

finished  when  Lincoln  got  on  the  train 

B.  )     It  was  too  shaky  to  write  legibly  on  train 

1.)     2nd  page  of  first  draft  was  done  in 
pencil  and  was  not  shaky;  was  therefore 

finished  in  Gettysburg  and  not  on  train 

8.  )     Nicolay  and  Hay  discussed  events  later  when 
collaborating  on  a  book  and  got  papers  from  Robert 

Lincoln 

9.  )     Enclosed  in  guests  press  kit  is  copy  of  letter 
from  David  Will  to  Lincoln  dated  Monday  11-23-1863 

that  reads  as  follows: 


Sir,  on  behalf  of  the  states  interested  in 
the  National  Cemetary  here,   I  request  of  you 
the  original  manuscript  of  the  dedicatory 
remarks  which  you  delivered  here  last 
Thursday,  Nov.   19th;  we  desire  it  to  be 
placed  with  the  correspondence  and  other 
papers  connected  with  the  project;  please 
apen  your  certificate  to  them.     I  am  with 

great  respect  your  excellencies'  obedient 
servent,  David  Will  agent 

10.  )     Nicolay  said  in  1885  that  he  assumed  that  Lincoln 

obliged  Judge  Will's  request  but  no  proof  had  ever 
been  found 

11.  )     Lincoln  did  apen  his  certificate  to  this  copy  -  it 

says  "For  honorable  Judge  David  Will  from  A. 
Lincoln    Nov.   19,  1863 

12.  )     Lloyd  has  a  memorandum  book  page  that  someone  who 

attended  the  speech  in  Gettysburg  tore  out  and 
handed  up  to  Lincoln  to  sign;  the  signatures  on 
this  document  and  on  the  Will  copy  of  the  Address 
are  near  identical  as  they  were  written  on  the 
same  day 

13.  )     Sequence  of  copies: 

A.  )     Nicolay  copy  on  executive  mansion  stationary 

was  1st  draft 

1.  )     "Under  God"  was  not  on  this  draft 

2.  )     Currently  located  in  the  Library  of 
Congress 

B.  )     Hay  copy  -  2nd  draft  turned  up  in  the 
possession  of  the  Asst.   Sec.   to  Lincoln,  John 

Hay;  nobody  knows  for  sure  how  he  acquired  it 
although  Hay  told  people  that  he  requested  it 
and  Lincoln  gave  it  to  him  4  days  after 
Gettysburg 

1.  )     This  copy  was  long  thought  to  be  the 

actual  reading  copy  but  it  can't  be 
because  it  has  no  folds  in  it 

2.  )     Observers  said  Lincoln  took  the  folded 

speech  from  his  pocket  to  deliver  it; 
Nicolay  said  that  Lincoln  refolded  the 
paper  and  returned  it  to  his  pocket  when 
he  had  finished 

3.  )     Possibility  -  Lincoln  may  have  told  Hay 

that  he  was  sending  the  Judge  the 
original  reading  copy  and  needed  a  copy 
for  the  executive  files  (common 

practice ) 

4.  )     Currently  located  in  Library  of  Congress 

C.  )     Later  copies  were  done  at  the  request  of  the 

Sanitary  Commission  (like  Red  Cross)  to  sell 

the  soldiers  ^^^""^  ^°  "^^^  "^^^^^ 

D.  )     Edward  Everett  copy  -  a  copy  was  requested  to 

be  kept  along  with  Everett's  2  hour  speech 


1.  )     School  children  and  Marshall  Field 
donated  money  to  purchase  this  copy 

2.  )     This  was  a  specific  purpose  copy 

3.  )     Located  in  the  Illinois  State  Historical 

Library 

E.  )     There  is  another  specific  purpose  copy  in  the 

Lincoln  Room  in  the  White  House 

F.  )     There  is  another  specific  purpose  copy  at 

Cornell  University 

14.  )     Merit  of  the  Will  copy: 

A.  )     Handwriting  matches  all  other  authentic 

Lincoln  writings 

B.  )     Paper  is  authentic  to  the  period 

1.)     Nicolay  said  "when  I  saw  him  writing  it 
was  on  blueish/gray  watermarked  paper 

C.  )     Lincoln  dated  all  documents  with  the  dates 

they 

given  and  not  the  date  they  were  written; 
is  the  case  with  the  endorsement  and  date  on 
this  Will  copy 

D.  )     This  copy  is  folded 

E.  )     It  has  the  endorsement  requested  by  the  Judge 

F.  )     There  is  a  wax-like  substance  in  the  corner 

of  this  document  that  was  common  to  the 
period  for  keeping  pages  together;  a  good 
idea  when  giving  a  speech  outdoors 

15 .  )     Problems : 

A.  )     This  document  has  no  provenance  or  known 
history  to  lend  credibility  to  it 

B.  )     There  are  very  few  Lincoln  scholars  that  are 

very  knowledgeable  about  and/or  have  been 
exposed  to  many  original  Lincoln  documents; 
it  is  therefore  very  difficult  for  them  to 
authenticate  this  document 

16.  )     Dr.  Temple's  credentials: 

A.  )     Chief  deputy  director  of  Illinois  State 
Archives 

1.)     The  Archives  has  4  boxes  of  Lincoln's 
papers;   the  writing  matches  this 
document  in  all  characteristics 

B.  )     This  type  of  work  has  been  his  field  since 
1949 

C.  )     Dr.  Temple  even  verified  that  the  request 
letter  sent  by  Judge  Will  to  President 

Lincoln  was  in  fact  the  writing  of  the  Judge 

1.)     The  Archives  had  another  of  the  Judge's 
papers  so  the  writing  could  be  compared 
The  true  historical  significance  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  is  what  it  has  come  to  mean  to  our  culture. 
Although  it  was  very  short,   it  was  perhaps  the  most  powerful 
speech  ever  given  and  it  was  written  and  delivered  by  the 
the  greatest  President  in  our  history. 

1.)     Oxford  University  picked  the  Gettysburg  Address 

as  one  of  the  greatest  masterpieces  of  the  English 
language  and  Lincoln's  2nd  Inaugural  as  another 


2.)     This  short  speech  was  interrupted  5  times  for 
applause  even  though  it  comprised  only  2 
paragraphs  in  the  newspaper  when  it  was  reprinted 
Lloyd  Ostendorf's  credentials: 

1.  )     Has  been  interested  in  Lincoln  since  he  was  12 

2.  )     Has  studied  Lincoln  intensely  since  early  1950's 

3.  )     Has  authored  and  co/authored  hundreds  of  articles 

on  Lincoln  including  numerous  books 

4.  )     Has  one  of  the  largest  private  Lincoln  collections 

in  the  world 

5.  )     Thousands  of  people  have  sought  his  expertise  in 

analyzing  and  verifying  the  authenticity  of 
Lincoln  documents  and  pictures 

The  only  remaining  verification  that  can  be  done  on 
this  document  is  scientific  in  nature  and  will  be  done: 
1.)     Have  experts  verify  the  watermark 
\     2.)     Have  experts  verify  that  the  paper  is  authentic 
"^j         for  the  period 

;      3.)     Have  experts  verify  that  the  ink  is  old  enough 
I      4.)     Have  experts  verify  that  the  ink  has  been  in  the 
{  paper  for  the  appropriate  period  of  time 
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Edgar  cutting  $76  milli^j? 


By  DOUG  FINKE 

STAFF  WRITER 

One  Of  the  nation's  two  major  bond 
rating  services  put  Illinois  on  a  "cred- 
it watch"  Monday,  a  step  that  could 
lead  to  lowering  the  state's  credit  rat- 
ing and  higher  costs  for  state  govern- 
ment bonds. 

The  announcement  came  just  as 
Gov.  Jim  Edgar  was  outlining  more 
than  $76  million  in  state  budget  real- 


locations for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Edgar  said  money  saved  from  not 
filling  personnel  vacancies,  cancel- 
ing travel  and  limiting  outside  con- 
tracts will  be  used  to  pay  higher-pri- 
ority bills  and  stabilize  the  state's 
shaky  financial  condition. 

Standard  &  Poor's  announced  the 
credit  watch,  which  means  the  rating 
service  is  reviewing  Illinois'  credit 
rating.  The  state  now  has  an  AA-plus 
rating  from  Standard  &  Poor's;  the 


credit  watch  "is  a  warning  it  could  be 
reduced  to  AA,"  said  Mike  Lawrence, 
a  spokesman  for  the  governor. 

"Standard  &  Poor's  is  concerned 
about  the  very  thing  the  governor  is 
concerned  about,  a  pattern  of  spend- 
ing substantially  outstripping  in- 
come," Lawrence  said. 

The  bond  rating  agency  also  is  con- 
cerned about  the  balance  in  Illinois' 
general  fund  "checkbook,"  although 
it  did  not  specify  how  large  a  balance 
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Edgar  cutting  $76  million;  Illinois  on  credit  watch 


By  DOUG  FINKE  

STAFF  WHITER 

One  of  the  nation's  two  major  bond 
rating  services  put  Illinois  on  a  "cred- 
it watch"  Monday,  a  step  that  could 
lead  lo  lowering  the  stale  s  credit  rat- 
ing and  higher  costs  lor  state  govern- 
ment bonds. 

The  announcement  came  jus!  as 
Gov.  Jim  Edgar  was  outlining  more 
than  $76  million  in  state  budget  real- 


locations tor  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Edgar  said  money  saved  from  not 
filling  personnel  vacancies,  cancel- 
ing travel  and  limiting  outside  con- 
tracts will  be  used  to  pay  higher-pri- 
ority bills  and  stabilize  the  state's 
shaky  financial  condition. 

Standard  &  Poor's  announced  the 
credit  watch,  which  means  the  rating 
service  is  reviewing  Illinois'  credit 
rating.  The  stale  now  has  an  AA-plus 
rating  from  Standard  &  Poor's:  the 


credit  watch  "is  a  warning  It  could  be 
reduced  to  AA."  said  Mike  Lawrence, 
a  spokesman  for  the  governor. 

"Standard  &  Poor's  is  concerned 
about  the  very  thing  the  governor  is 
concerned  about,  a  pattern  of  spend- 
ing substantially  outstripping  in- 
come," Lawrence  said. 

The  bond  rating  agency  also  Is  con- 
cerned about  the  balance  in  Illinois' 
genera!  fund  "checkbook,"  although 
il  did  not  specify  how  large  a  balance 


the  state  should  maintain.  Current 
projections  say  the  slate  will  end  the 
fiscal  year  with  a  $100  million  bal- 
ance, half  of  what  budget  officials  say 
is  generally  necessary. 

"They  said  we  need  to  reverse  the 
trend  of  spending  outpacing  Income 
significantly,"  Lawrence  said  of  Stan- 
dard &  Poor's.  "We  need  to  build  up 
the  cash  balance,  and  we  need  lo  stop 
the  reasons  that  caused  this." 

The  last  time  Illinois  was  put  on  a 


credit  watch  by  Standard  &  Poor's  — 
during  the  recession  of  the  early 
1980s  —  Ihe  state's  credit  rating  ulti- 
mately was  lowered.  It  never  has 
been  restored. 

A  drop  In  the  credit  rating  ulti- 
mately makes  It  more  costly  to  Issue 
bonds,  which  the  state  routinely  does 
for  a  variety  of  purposes. 

Lawrence  said  no  more  action  is 
expected  from  Standard  &  Poor's  un- 
til after  Edgar  delivers  his  budget 


message  March  6.  The  agency  is  ex- 
pected to  review  that  budget  plan  and 
any  other  budget  actions  taken  by  the 
state  before  deciding  what  to  do 
about  the  credit  rating. 

Edgar  said  his  budget  message  will 
address  issues  raised  by  Standard  & 
Poor's. 

"It  will  Include  major  changes  In 
our  spending  patterns  and  call  for 

See  EDGAR  on  page  3 


Bush  says  it's  not  time 
yet  for  a  ground  war 


SCRIPPS  HOWARD  NEWS  SERVICE  

President  Bush  said  Monday  It  Is  not  time 
—  yet  —  for  the  ground  war  to  begin  In  the 
Persian  Gulf. 

"The  air  campaign  has  been  very,  very  ef- 
fective and  it  will  continue  for  awhile,"  Bush 
said  after  a  90-mlnute  meeting  with  Defense 
Secretary  Dick  Cheney  and  Gen.  Colin  Pow- 
ell, chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

The  Pentagon  officials  returned  Sunday 
night  fro^  a  two-day  visit  to  Saudi  Arabia  to 
assess  the  military  situation. 

"I'm  very  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the 
war,"  Bush  said  In  a  brief  Rose  Garden  state- 
ment following  a  meeting  In  the  White  House 
residential  quarters,  "We  will  continue  down 
this  road." 

He  said  his  military  advisers  "will  come  to 
me  when  they  think  there  should  be  another 
phase  and  I  will  make  that  decision." 

Bush  said,  "1  feel  much  better  after  this 
briefing." 

Army  Lt.  Gen.  Thomas  Kelly,  director  of 
operations  at  the  Pentagon,  said,  "Right  now 
we  have  plenty  of  targets,  plenty  of  airplanes 
and  plenty  of  ammunition  to  drop  from  those 
airplanes." 

In  war  action  Monday,  Iraqi  troops  In  Ku- 
wait suffered  their  heaviest  pounding  of  the 

"No  division,  no  brigade,  no  battalion  Is 
being  spared  attack  from  our  pilots,"  said 
Army  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Neal,  spokesman 
for  the  U.S.  Central  Command  in  Riyadh,  Sau- 
di Arabia. 

Clear  weather  brought  a  near-record  2,900 
Allied  air  missions  Monday  against  Iraq,  In- 
cluding a  record  750  sorties  against  targets  in 
and  around  Kuwait.  Neal  said. 

"We  are  Intensifying  the  air  campaign  and 
the  battlefield  preparation  phase  of  our  tar- 
geting," Neal  said.  "There  Is  no  shortage  of 
targets  from  the  front  lines  all  the  way  back." 

F-16  pilots  returning  from  raids  Monday 


■  PAGE  3  —  Some  military  officials 
say  that  Iraq's  guns  are  bigger,  newer 
and  more  plentiful  than  coalition 
artillery. 

■  CITY/STATE,  PAGE  13  —  The 

Persian  Gulf  War  has  toy  makers 
reaping  a  profit  from  models  and 
weapons. 


agreed.  "There  Is  a  lot  to  target  up  there.  It's 
definitely  a  target-rich  environment."  said  LL 
Col.  Billy  Dlehl,  41,  of  Tampa,  Ha.,  command- 
er of  an  F-16  squadron  out  of  Shaw  Air  Force 
Base. 

"We've  been  going  after  tanks  and  artillery 
pieces,"  Dlehl  said.  "Things  that  are  really 
going  to  do  some  damage  to  our  boys  when 
they  start  rolling  into  Kuwait  Is  what  we're 
after." 

Iraq  fought  back  with  more  Scud  attacks — 
one  on  Saudi  Arabia  Monday  and  two  on  Isra- 
el Monday  and  early  today.  A  Patrtot  missile  ~ 
Intercepted  the  Scud  aimed  at  Saudi  Arabia 
but  two  security  guards  were  reported  in- 
jured from  flying  glass.  The  first  missile 
aimed  at  Israel  fell  Into  unoccupied  territory 
but  the  second  apparently  caused  some  dam- 
age and  injuries. 

Patriots  were  fired  to  intercept  the  second 
Scud  lobbed  at  Israel,  but  It  was  not  clear  if 
they  hit  the  Iraqi  missile. 

Bush  was  meeting  with  Israeli  Defease 
Minister  Moshe  Arens  when  the  fli^t  missile 
attack  on  Israel  occurred.  "It  was  really  dra- 
matic," Arens  said. 

Kelly  said  Allied  bombers  have  had  good 
success  In  locating  and  hitting  Iraq's  mobile 
launchers,  but  military  authorities  don't 

See  BUSH  on  page  3 


Eugene  Walton,  left,  and  Vernon  Hayes,  both  of  Springfield,  stand  guard  over  the  document  before  the  unveiling. 


Historian:  Recently  found  document 
is  the  original  'Gettyburg  Address' 

Paper  hasn't  been  definitively  authenticated 


By  KEVIN  McDERMOTT 


STAFF  WRITER 

Part  of  a  purported  sixth  handwritten  copy 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  "Gettysburg  Address" 
was  unveiled  in  Springfield  Monday  —  a  pre- 
viously unknown  document  thai,  if  authentic, 
will  send  the  nation's  Lincoln  chroniclers 
back  to  the  drawing  board. 

To  make  matters  even  more  complicated, 
at  least  one  Springfield  historian  believes  it 
could  be  the  address  itself:  the  document  that 
Lincoln  glanced  at.  then  stuck  into  his  coat 
pockel  as  he  dedicated  Ihe  national  cemetery 
at  Gettysburg,  Pa„  in  November  1863. 

"All  Ihe  books  on  Gettysburg  will  have  to  be 
rewritten  after  today,"  said  Wayne  Temple, 
Illinois'  chief  deputy  archivist,  who  is  con- 
vinced the  document  Is  the  real  thing. 

The  single  page  has  not  been  definitively 
authenticated,  and  it  was  not  immediately 
clear  how  many  document  experts  have  ex- 
amined it,  or  whether  it's  been  subjected  to 
any  scientific  tests  or  other  analysis. 

"I  suppose  the  rest  of  the  scholarly  world 
will  have  to  look  at  it."  Tempie  said.  He  add- 
ed, however,  that  he's  convinced  from  his 


own  examination  that  It's  real:  "It  flows.  It 
doesn't  look  like  a  forgery." 

The  one-page  document  was  found  tucked 
among  the  pages  of  an  antique  book  In  north- 
ern Ohio  late  last  year,  said  Its  current  owner, 
Ohio  artist  and  historian  Lloyd  Oslendorf.  Os- 
tendorf  said  he  chose  to  unveil  it  In  Spring- 
field because  of  Ihe  city's  Lincoln  herilage. 

Ostendorf  and  Temple  made  their  remarks 
at  American  Legion  Post  32,  where  the  docu- 
ment was  unveiled  by  a  uniformed  color 
guard  in  a  ceremony  attended  by  Mayor  Ossie 
Langfelder,  national  American  Legion  Com- 
mander Robert  Turner  and  about  60  others. 

The  post  is  hosting  its  annual  pilgrimage  to 
Lincoln's  Tomb  today,  Lincoln's  birthday. 

Only  five  copies  of  the  address  in  Lincoln's 
handwriting  were  known  to  exist,  and  histori- 
ans have  long  believed  Ihe  "reading  copy"  — 
the  draft  Lincoln  actually  look  with  him  to  the 
Gettysburg  dedication  —  is  the  one  donated 
in  1916  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Another  of 
the  five  known  Lincoln  drafts  is  on  display  at 
the  Old  State  Capitol  in  Springfield. 

But  for  decades,  historians  also  have 

See  LINCOLN  on  page  2 


Sears  plans  more  layoffs; 
4th-quarter  profits  fall  37% 
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Stale  Journal-Register/ Chris  Young 

Lloyd  Oslendorf,  Ohio  artitt  and 
historian,  unveils  part  of  a  purported 
sixth  handwritten  copy  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  in 
Springfield  Monday* 


CHICAGO  —  Sears,  Roebuck  and  Co.  on 
Monday  announced  a  37  percent  drop  In 
fourth-quarter  earnings  and  said  It  was  elimi- 
nating nearly  9,000  Jobs,  bringing  to  33,000  the 
total  to  be  eliminated  by  year's  end. 

The  nation's  largest  retailer  attributed  the 
poor  earnings  In  the  last  quarter  of  1990  main- 
ly to  $155.2  million  In  costs  associated  with 
the  restructuring  of  Its  work  force. 

Seare  Chairman  Edward  Brennan  said  the 
steps  taken  at  the  company's  merchandise 
group  would  make  the  retailing  business 
more  competitive. 

"We  are  committed  to  our  current  mer- 
chandising strategies  and  will  continue  to  re- 
fine them  as  market  conditions  warrant," 
Brennan  said  In  a  statement,  "With  28  million 
active  Sears  charge  accounts,  our  customer 
base  is  strong." 

The  Chicago-based  company  announced 
the  actions  as  Its  board  began  a  two-day  meet- 
ing expected  to  focus  on  the  nagging  retailing 
business. 

Sears  stores  have  been  losing  business  for 
years  to  discounters  like  Wal-Mart  Stores 
Inc.,  which  offers  consumers  lower  prices, 
and  specialty  retailers  like  Limited  Inc.  and 
Home  Depot  Inc.,  which  carry  wider  selec- 
tions of  merchandise. 

Wal-Mart  Is  expected  to  overtake  Sears  this 


year  as  the  nation's  largest  retailer. 

Sears  earned  $378.8  million,  or  $1.10  a 
share  In  the  fourth  quarter,  down  from  $602.1 
million,  or  $1.76  per  share.  In  the  final  quar- 
ter of  1989.  Revenue  rose  to  $15.56- billion 
from  $15.18  billion.  Sears  merchandise  group 
accounted  for  $9.44  billion,  or  about  61  per- 
cent of  that  figure. 

The  earnings  Include  those  of  Its  Allstate 
Insurance  business,  Dean  Witter  Reynolds 
brokerage  subsidiary,  Coldwell  Bankers  Real 
Estate  Group  and  Discover  credit  card  opera- 
tions. Sears  noted  that  higher  claim  payouts 
at  Allstate  and  a  slumping  real  estate  market 
also  affected  earnings. 

In  1990,  Sears  earned  a  total  of  $902.2  mil- 
lion, or  $2.63  per  share,  down  from  $1.51  bil- 
lion, or  S4.30  per  share,  la  1989.  Revenue  rose 
to  $55.97  billion  from  $53.79  billion  a  year 
earlier. 

Sears  on  Monday  also  announced  the  resig- 
nation of  merchandise  group  President  Mi- 
chael Bozlc.  His  post  win  not  be  filled.  In  a 
management  shake-up  last  year,  Brenoan 
took  over  control  of  the  merchandise  group 
from  Bozic. 

Before  the  8,900  Job  layoff  announced 
Monday,  Sears  had  previously  announced  the 
elimination  of  nearly  24,000  Jobs,  88  percent 
of  them  non-sales  positions  at  retail  stores. 

Sears  currently  employs  500,000  people  na- 
tionwide. 


Good  Morning 


Today's  weather 

Paitiy  sunny  and 
warmer  today; 
.  high  35-40.  Fair 

3        totiight;  low  in 
^^^0     J  mid-20s,  Partly 
sunny  Wednes- 
day; high  in  mid- 
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Lithuanian  parliament  OKs  independence  resoiution 
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Back  to  the  past 

"Mr.  Lincoln's  World"  is  an 
1850s  interpretive  program 
intended  to  familiarize  visi- 
tors with  the  local-yoltels  who 
roamed  the  Capitol's  corri- 
dors in  Lincoln's  day. 
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VILNIUS,  Lithuania  —  Lithuania's  parliament, 
acknowledging  the  sweeping  approval  of  a  plebi- 
scite on  Independence,  said  Monday  that  a  new 
constitution  will  describe  the  republic  as  an  "Inde- 
pendent, democratic"  state, 

The  parilament  voted  1 16-0,  with  one  abstention, 
lo  approve  the  resolution.  It  came  hours  after  Lith- 
uanian President  Vytautas  Landsbergls  said  he 
feared  the  Kremlin  may  crack  down  on  his  home- 
land unless  the  West  shows  more  suppori. 

Since  December,  Moscow  has  tried  to  slem  the 
Independence  drives  In  Lithuania  and  the  neigh- 
boring Baltic  republics  of  Latvia  and  Estonia  by 
seizing  key  buildings  it  says  belong  to  the  central 
government,  rounding  up  draft  dodgers  and  In- 
creasing the  number  of  troops  stationed  in  the  Bal- 
tics. 

Twenty-one  people  have  been  killed  In  the 
crackdown.  Including  13  civilians  who  were  shot  or 
crushed  by  tanks  when  Soviet  troops  stormed  Lith- 
uania's Independent  television  and  radio  center 
Jan.  1 3.  One  soldier  also  was  killed  In  that  Incident. 

In  the  non-blndlng  popular  vote  Saturday.  Lithu- 
anian citizens  backed  a  declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence by  a  13-1  margin,  according  to  final  results 
released  Monday  by  the  State  Election  Commis- 
sion. The  government  first  declared  Its  Indepen- 


i 


''if  Western  countries  don  V  do 
something  politically,  then  the 
(further  Soviet)  crackdown  is 
possible.  ** 

President  Vytautas  Landsbergls 


dence  from  Moscow  in  March  1990. 

Of  the  2.24  million  people  voting,  90.5  percent 
supporied  calling  Lithuania  "an  independent,  dem- 
ocratic republic"  and  6.5  percent  opposed  It,  the 
commission  reported.  Three  percent  of  the  votes 
were  declared  Invalid. 

Turnout  was  85  percent  of  eligible  voters. 

In  light  of  the  vote,  the  Lithuanian  Supreme 
Council  legislature  voted  In  special  session  Mon- 
day to  describe  Lithuania  as  "an  Independent, 
democratic  republic"  In  a  new  constitution  being 
drafted. 

The  legislature  said  the  description  would  be- 
come "a  fundamental  principle  of  the  state"  and 
could  be  altered  only  by  another  pleblslcite  ap- 
proved by  at  least  three-quarters  of  the  electorate. 

The  three  Baltic  republics  were  Independent 


countries  between  the  two  world  wars,  before  they 
were  forcibly  annexed  into  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1940. 

Landsbergls,  a  music  professor  who  became  the 
Baltic  republic's  president  last  year,  said  he  did  not 
believe  Soviet  President  Mikhail  Gorbachev  would 
end  the  Kremlin's  crackdown  on  the  Baltics  with- 
out Western  pressure. 

"If  Western  countries  don't  do  something  politi- 
cally, then  the  (further)  crackdown  is  possible,"  he 
told  Portuguese  television  during  an  Interview  Ip 
Vilnius. 

Even  before  Saturday's  vote.  Gorbachev  de- 
clared the  balloting  "legally  invalid."  He  has  main- 
tained the  declaration  of  Independence  violates 
the  Soviet  Constitution  and  Is  Illegal. 

Lithuanian  leaders  fear  the  crackdown  may 
worsen,  and  armed  volunteers  have  fortified  the 
parliament  building  In  downtown  Vilnius  against  a 
possible  attack.' 

The  Soviet  military  announced  last  week  that  It 
would  begin  10  days  of  exercises  in  the  Baltics  oa 
Sunday.  However,  no  maneuvers  had  been  report- 
ed as  of  Monday  night. 

A  pro-Kremlin  group,  the  Socialist  Federation  of 
Lithuanian  Workers,  alleged  Monday  that  there 
may  have  been  Irregularities  in  the  voting,  (he 
official  Soviet  news  agency  Tass  reported- 
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■  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Witness  in  Mandela  case  missing 

JOHANNESBURG.  South  Africa  —  Winnie  Mandela  pleaded  Inno- 

■  cent  Monday  to  kidnap  and  assault  charges,  but  the  trial  was  suddenly 

■  halted  when  prosecutors  said  a  key  witness  —  one  of  the  alleged  vie- 
'.  Urns  —  had  been  abducted. 

"I  cannot  expect  my  witnesses  to  come  in  here  if  their  lives  are  in 
danger,"  State  Prosecutor  Jan  Swanepoel  told  the  stunned  court  Mon- 
day morning  after  Mandela  and  three  co^efendants  entered  pleas  of 
not  guilty.  The  case  was  adjourned  until  today  while  police  investigate 
the  disappearance. 

17  killed  in  clash  in  Natal  Province 

JOHANNESBURG.  South  Africa  —  Seventeen  men  were  killed  and 
1 1  Injured  when  black  factions  clashed  In  Natal  Province,  police  said 
Monday. 

Police  said  only  that  "a  group  of  blacks  attacked  another"  Sunday 
afternoon  outside  Taylor's  Halt,  a  township  near  the  provincial  capital 
of  Pietermaritzburg.  But  a  leader  of  the  Inkatha  Freedom  Party  said 
the  victims  were  all  Inkatha  members  gunned  down  white  returning 
from  a  prayer  meeting.  David  Ntombela  accused  the  African  National 
Congress  of  ambushing  two  buses  and  a  pickup  truck- 

■  HEALTH 

Heart  attacks  more  likely  to  kill  women 

DALLAS  —  A  woman  entering  a  hospital  with  a  tieart  attack  Is  43.8 
percent  more  likely  to  die  before  leaving  than  a  man  admitted  with 
the  same  condition,  said  a  study  released  Monday, 

Heart  attack,  the  leading  killer  of  American  women,  tends  to  strike 
females  when  they  are  older  and  have  more  health  problems,  said  Dr. 
Philip  Greenland  of  the  University  of  Rochester  School  of  Medicine 
Greenland,  whose  study  appears  in  the  February  issue  of  the  Dallas- 
based  American  Heart  Association's  Journal  "Circulation," 

After  researchers  made  adjustments  for  the  ages  of  men  and  wom- 
en studied,  they  found  no  significant  differences  in  death  rates  when 
comparing  heart  rhythm  and  whether  the  patients  had  previous  heart 
attacks.  But  women  with  diabetes  tended  to  have  a  greater  chance  of 
dying  than  men  who  also  had  diabetes.  Greenland  said. 

■  CAMPAIGN  '92 

Federal  campaign  funds  running  short 

WASHINGTON  —  A  government  proposal  to  deal  with  an  anticipat- 
ed deficit  in  the  federal  presidential  campaign  fund  was  criticized 
Monday  as  a  windfall  for  President  Bush  that  leaves  a  pittance  for  his 
potential  Democratic  challengers. 

The  chairman  of  the  Federal  Election  Commission  and  the  presi- 
dent of  Common  Cause  Joined  forces  lo  oppose  a  Treasury  Depart- 
ment plan  to  lock  up  before  the  1992  primaries  $1 11.2  million  for  the 
federal  contribution  to  the  general  election  campaign.  Bush  is  expect- 
ed to  win  renomination  with  no  more  than  token  opposition  within  the 
Republican  Party,  while  several  Democrats  will  wage  costly  cam- 
paigns tor  the  nomination  to  challenge  him. 

The  department  made  the  proposal  because  the  fund  is  expected  to 
fall  about  $3  million  short  of  anticipated  contributions  for  the  next 
year's  primary  and  general  election  eyeless.  Under  federal  campaign 
law,  the  candidates  nominated  at  the  Republican  and  Democratic  con- 
ventions will  receive  federal  checks  of  S55,l  million  each, 
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Report  that  Jay  Leno  will  replace  Carson  denied 


A  spokesman  for  JOHHNV  CAR- 
SON denied  a  report  Monday  that  the 
late-night  talk  show  host  will  be  re- 
placed by  comedian  JAY  LENO. 

"It's  not  our  practice  to  comment 
on  non-factual  matters,  unlruths, 
leaks  and  irresponsible  media 
plants."  said  Carson  spokesman  ED 
HOOKSTRATTEN,  responding  to  a 
New  York  Post  story  published  Mon- 
day. 

The  tabloid,  quoting  a  "high-rank- 
ing industry  source"  it  did  not  identi- 
fy, reported  that  NBC  television  exec- 
utives have  decided  lo  give  Carson 
the  boot  after  his  30th  season,  which 
begins  this  fail,  as  host  of  "The  To- 
night Show  Starring  Johnny  Carson." 

The  story  also  said  the  network 
wants  guest  host  Leno  to  become  the 
permanent  host  because  he  consis- 
tently draws  higher  ratings  and  youn- 
ger viewers  than  Carson. 

"Fifteen  years  ago,  there  were  ru- 
mors that  Johnny  would  go,"  said 
NBC  spokesman  Curt  Block.  "Let  the 
record  show  that  Johnny  Carson  will 
be  the  one  who  decides  when  he 


EDGAR 

From  page  1 

cuts  in  programs  and  for  changes  in 
direction  in  how  we  spend  state  mon- 
ey." Edgar  said. 

He  declined  to  be  more  specific, 
but  said  he  expects  to  "hear  howls" 
about  Monday's  reductions  and  after 
he  delivers  his  budget. 

Standard  &  Poor's  made  its  an- 
nouncement without  knowing  that 
Edgar  planned  to  cut  some  categories 
of  state  spending  by  S76  million  and 
shift  that  money  lo  pay  more  pressing 
bills.  However.  Lawrence  said  the 
state's  fiscal  problems  are  far  greater 
than  can  be  solved  by  the  cuts,  and 
Standard  &  Poor's  probably  would 
have  acted  anyway, 

Edgar  outlined  broad  areas  where 
spending  is  to  be  reduced,  but  said 
details  won't  be  announced  until  Fri- 
day or  early  next  week.  About  $46.5 
million  is  to  be  trimmed  from  the 
S13.5  billion  general  fund  spending 
plan  and  S29.6  million  from  SIO  bil- 
lion appropriated  tor  other  funds. 

The  cuts  include: 

■  S2LI  million  lo  be  saved  by  not 
filling  about  2,000  vacancies  in  state 
agencies, 

■  $15.7  million  from  canceled  or 
reduced  state  contracts,  many  of 
which  have  been  described  by  critics 
as  "pinstripe  patronage." 

■  S9,2  million  less  in  equipment 
purchases. 

■  S8  million  less  in  data  process- 
ing expenses. 

■  S3.7  million  less  in  travel  not  re- 
lated to  providing  state  services,  such 
as  attendance  at  conferences. 

B  $17.5  million  less  in  grants,  stud- 
ies and  miscellaneous  items.  Those 
grant  cuts  do  not  include  funds  doled 


out  to  local  governments, 

■  $900,000  less  in  commodities 
purchases. 

As  of  Monday,  officials  were  un- 
able lo  detail  which  agencies  will  cut 
what  items  from  their  budgets. 

However,  agencies  will  be  given 
some  latitude.  For  example,  agencies 
were  asked  to  trim  5  percent  of  their 
contract  costs,  but  some  may  be  al- 
lowed to  cut  less  if  they  take  greater 
losses  in  other  areas. 

While  Edgar  called  the  items 
"cuts,"  the  money  still  will  be  spent 
—  on  what  the  administration  says 
are  high-priority  expenses  that  are 
not  being  met  now.  A  key  example  is 
workers  compensation  payments  for 
state  employees.  Some  of  those  bills 
have  not  been  paid  for  months. 

Edgar  said  his  plan  "will  not  in- 
clude any  layoffs  at  this  time  of  any 
current  employees." 

"There  will  be  vacancies  filled  in 
state  government,  but  we're  only  go- 
ing to  fill  those  we  feel  are  a  necessi- 
ty," Edgar  said, 

Edgar  also  called  on  state  universi- 
ties to  trim  operations  spending  by  1 
percent,  or  about  $13  million. 

For  Sangamon  State  University,  1 
percent  of  the  operations  budget 
amounts  to  S150.000  to  $225,000.  de- 
pending on  how  the  administration 
defines  operations,  said  SSU  spokes- 
man Porter  McNeil.  Acting  SSU  Pres- 
ident Wayne  Penn  said  the  university 
already  was  working  on  carrying  out 
the  reductions. 

"This  will  hurt  SSU  and  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  make,  especially  now  that  we 
are  more  than  halfway  through  the 
fiscal  year."  Penn  said,  "SSU  will 
likely  forgo  certain  expenditures  that 
have  already  been  planned.  Includ- 
ing possible  reductions  in  the  sum- 
mer session  budget." 


Black  History  Month  events  planned  this  week 


Several  public  events  will  be  held 
this  week  in  Springfield  in  obser- 
vance of  Black  History  Month. 

■  The  Springfield  Urban  League 
Guild  will  present  a  program  at  7  p.m, 
Thursday  at  Grace  Methodist 
Church,  1612  E.  Capitol  Ave,  The 
theme  is  "We  Are  Family."  The  pro- 
gram will  include  poetry  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Eastside  Reader's  Guild; 
music  by  the  Voices  of  Love,  Joy  and 
Peace;  and  "Presenting  Your  Roots," 
narrations  by  members  of  the  Urban 
League  Guild.  Family  trees  will  be 
exhibited.  Refreshments  will  follow, 

■  The  James  Weldon  Johnson 
Study  Guild's  three-day  celebration 
ol  Black  History  Month  will  begin  at  7 
p.m.  Thursday  at  the  Carnegie  Room, 


Lincoln  Library.  Gladys  Ophelia  Wil- 
son of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  will  be  fea- 
tured guest.  Wilson  is  an  artist,  writer 
and  poeL  A  reception  will  follow. 

■  A  Story  Hour  for  Children  will 
be  held  at  10:30  a.m.  Friday  at  Lin- 
coln Library  Reading  Room,  South- 
east Branch,  Gladys  Ophelia  Wilson 
and  other  local  community  leaders 
will  read  to  children.  Wilson  will 
have  her  original  books  for  sale  and 
autographing  afterward, 

■  Presentations  will  be  given  lo 
participants  of  the  literary  contest  at 
1:30  p.m.  Saturday  at  the  Lincoln  Li- 
brary Reading  Room,  Southeast 
Branch.  Certificates  will  be  given  to 
participants.  Winners  will  read  their 
entries.  A  reception  will  follow. 
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leaves  the  show." 

Carson,  65,  replaced  Jack  Paar  on 
Oct,  1. 1962.  Leno  replaced  Joan  Riv- 
ers as  the  regular  guest  host  in  1987, 

The  old  romancer 

FRANK  SINATRA  topped  3  Valen- 
tine's Day  list  of  the  entertainment 
industry's  all-time  most  romantic 
performers. 

"No  modern  pop  singer  loves  lan- 
guage more  than  Sinatra,"  said  En- 
tertainment Weekly.  "He  breathes 
feeling  into  every  phrase,  every 
word,  every  syllable,  every  pho- 

The  magazine  named  the  finale  of 


the  film  classic  "Casablanca"  the 
most  romantic  movie  scene  and  DOO- 
LEV  WILSON'S  "As  Time  Goes  By" 
most  romantic  song. 

In  its  first  anniversary  issue  this 
week,  the  magazine  also  listed: 

■  Hottest  May-December  ro- 
mances: AUDREY  HEPBURN  and 
GARY  COOPER  in  "Love  in  the  After- 

■  Great  come-on  lines:  KATH- 
LEEN TURNER  to  WILLIAM  HURT  in 

"Body  Heat,"  "You're  not  too  smart, 
are  you?  I  like  that  in  a  man." 

Never  again 

Producer  KEN  BURNS  doubts  he 
will  ever  match  the  success  of  his  1 1- 
hour  documentary  on  the  Civil  War. 

The  public  acclaim  of  "The  Civil 
War"  exceeded  his  expectations  by 
such  an  extent  "that  it's  almost  sort  of 
a  fantasy."  Burns  said  Saturday  in  ac- 
cepting the  first  $50,000  Lincoln 
Prize  for  scholarship  from  the  Lin- 
coln and  Soldiers  Institute  at  Gettys- 
burg College  in  Pennsylvania. 

Burns,  37,  said  he  was  giving  the 


money  to  the  photographers,  techni- 
cians and  editors  who  made  it  possi- 
ble to  tell  war  s  story  "from  the  bot- 
tom up." 

An  estimated  40  million  people 
watched  all  or  part  of  the  flve-nlght 
series  in  September.  Bums  said  the 
documentary  "touched  a  particularly 
important  chord  that  reflects  the 
urge  we  all  have  for  self-definition." 

Voice  of  big  brother 

Comedian  DANNY  DsVITO's  voice 
will  be  heard  this  month  on  "The 
Simpsons"  from  the  cartoon  mouth  of 
Herb  Powell  —  Homer's  well- 
dressed.  Harvard-educated  older 
half-brother. 

The  long-lost  Herb  is  an  auto  ty- 
coon who  enlists  Homer  to  help  de- 
sign a  car  "for  the  average  man"  in 
the  show's  Feb.  21  episode. 

It  will  be  explained  that  Herb's 
mother  was  a  circus  performer  who 
gave  him  up  for  adoption  before 
Homer  was  born. 
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Weather  report 


FORECASTS 


National  forecast 

The  jet  stream  Mill  continue  to  bulge  toward  the  south  in 
(he  eastern  United  States  and  Canada,  reinforcing  Arc- 
tic air  in  ttie  upper  Midwesl.  while  bringing  substantially 
colder  air  into  the  East.  Meanwhile,  most  of  Ihe  energy 
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Illinois  forecast 

Today,  partly  sunny;  highs  near  30  northeast  lo  Ihe 
middle  or  upper  40s  south.  Tonight,  partly  cloudy;  lows 
Irom  Ihe  lower  20s  tar  north  to  near  30  south.  Wednes- 
day, increasing  cloudiness;  highs  from  the  middle  30s 
extreme  north  lo  the  lower  50s  tar  south. 
Springfield  forecast 

Partly  sunny  and  warmer  loday;  high  35-40.  South  winds 
5-)0  mph.  Tonight,  lair  and  not  as  cold,  low  in  the  mid- 
20s,  Wednesday,  parlly  sunny  and  warmer;  high  in  the 
mid-40s 

Springfield  extended  forecast 

Chance  of  snow  Thursday;  high  in  Ihe  mid-308,  low  in  the 
upper  leens  Friday  and  Salurday,  clear  lo  partly  cloudy 
and  colder;  highs  around  30,  lows  in  Ihe  mid-teens. 
Jfl  Line  weather  update.  545-1000  category  6793, 


PRECIPITATION 


ALMANAC 


TEMPERATURES 


LINCOLN 

From  page  1 

known  of  the  possibility  of  a  sixth 
copy,  because  of  a  letter  written  to 
Lincoln  by  Judge  David  Wills  shortly 
after  the  Nov,  19.  1863,  Gettysburg 
dedication.  In  the  letter  (dated  Nov. 
23, 1863),  WilU  asked  Lincoln  tor  the 
original  copy  of  the  address.  Lin- 
coln's secretary  later  wrote  that  he 
thought  Lincoln  had  complied,  but 
there  had  been  no  other  indication 
that  Wills  ever  got  the  document. 

The  new  discovery  was  brought  to 
light  by  Ostendort,  an  artist  and  histo- 
rian from  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  said  Mon- 
day that  a  friend  came  to  him  about 
three  months  ago  with  a  loose,  folded 
sheet  of  legal-sized  paper  he  had 
found  between  the  pages  of  a  recent- 
ly purchased  book,  "The  Lincoln  Me- 
morial," published  in  1865, 

There's  no  way  to  know  who  origi- 
nally owned  the  book,  but  the  work- 
ing theory  is  that  it  was  Wills'.  Osten- 
dorf  quickly  bought  the  document, 
paying  the  finder  "thousands  of  dol- 
lars" and  trading  four  of  his  own  Lin- 
coln-related artifacts. 

On  one  side,  the  handwritten  page 
reads;  "For  Hon.  Judge  David  Wills. 
From  A.  Lincoln,  Nov.  19,  1863."  The 
other  side  is  the  last  half  of  the  Get- 
tysburg Address,  beginning  with,  "for 
us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  before  us . . ." 

The  page  has  creases  on  It,  having 
been  folded  over  twice.  To  Temple, 
that  alone  is  an  Indication  that  It 
could  be  the  one  Lincoln  took  with 
him  to  Gettysburg.  Temple  said  the 
supposed  "reading  copy"  at  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  has  no  crease 
marks  on  it  —  a  fact  that  seems  to  fly 
In  the  face  of  first-person  accounts  of 
the  speech,  in  which  Lincoln  is  said  to 
have  stuck  the  folded  draft  into  his 
coat  pocket. 

Another  seemingly  minor  detail  of 
Ostendorfs  copy  might  also  be  im- 
portant. The  phrase  "under  God"  was 
stuck  into  the  copy  with  an  editing 
mark,  as  if  an  afterthought. 

That  phrase  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
hottest  points  of  debate  regarding  the 
speech.  There  has  always  been  dis- 
agreement about  whether  Lincoln  ac- 
tually mentioned  God;  reporters  on 
the  scene  said  he  did,  but  It  is  absent 
from  his  earlier  known  drafts  of  the 
speech.  One  enduring  theory  that 
might  support  the  validity  of  Osten- 
dorfs copy  is  that  Lincoln  didn't 
write  "under  God"  originally,  but 
said  it  impromptu  during  Ihe  speech, 
then  decided  to  include  the  phrase  In 
later  written  drafts. 
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Ul'^nois  on  credit  watch 
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the  state  should  maintain.  Current 
projections  say  the  state  will  end  the 
fiscal  year  with  a  $100  million  bal- 
ance, half  of  what  budget  officials  say 
is  generally  necessary. 

"They  said  we  need  to  reverse  the 
trend  of  spending  outpacing  income 
significantly."  Lawrence  said  of  Stan- 
dard &  Poor's.  "We  need  to  build  up 
the  cash  balance,  and  we  need  to  stop 
the  reasons  that  caused  this." 
The  last  time  Illinois  was  put  on  a 


credit  watch  by  Standard  &  Poor  s  — 
during  the  recession  of  the  early 
1980s  —  the  state's  credit  rating  ulti- 
mately was  lowered.  It  never  has 
been  restored. 

A  drop  in  the  credit  rating  ulti- 
mately makes  it  more  costly  to  issue 
bonds,  which  the  state  routinely  does 
for  a  variety  of  purposes. 

Lawrence  said  no  more  action  is 
expected  from  Standard  &  Poor's  un- 
til after  Edgar  delivers  his  budget 


message  March  6.  The  agency  is  ex- 
pected to  review  that  budget  plan  and 
any  other  budget  actions  taken  by  the 
state  before  deciding  what  to  do 
about  the  credit  rating. 

Edgar  said  his  budget  message  will 
address  issues  raised  by  Standard  & 
Poor's. 

"It  will  include  major  changes  m 
our  spending  patterns  and  call  for 

See  EDGAR  on  page  3 


Bush  says  it's  not  time 
yet  for  a  ground  war 


gr.RlPPS  HOWARD  NEWS  SERVICE  

President  Bush  said  Monday  it  is  not  time 
_  yet  _  for  the  ground  war  to  begin  in  the 

Persian  Gulf. 

"The  air  campaign  has  been  very,  veiy  ef- 
fective and  it  will  continue  for  awhile.  Bush 
s^id  after  a  90-minute  meeting  with  Defense 
fecretary  Dick  Cheney  and  Gen.  Co  in  Pow- 
ell, chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Sta«. 

The  Pentagon  officials  returned  Sunday 
night  fro^n  a  two-day  visit  to  Saudi  Arabia  to 
assess  the  military  situation. 

"I'm  very  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the 
war  "  Bush  said  in  a  brief  Rose  Garden  state- 
ment following  a  meeting  in  the  White  House 
Sential  quirters.  "We  will  continue  down 

^^'nritd  his  military  advisers  "will  come  to 
me  when  they  think  there  should  be  another 
phase  and  I  will  make  that  decteion. 
Bush  said,  "I  feel  much  better  after  this 

Lt.  Gen.  Thomas  Kelly,  director  of 
operations  at  the  Pentagon,  said,  "Right  now 
we  have  plenty  of  targets,  plenty  of  airp  anes 
and  plenty  of  ammunition  to  drop  from  those 

m  war  action  Monday,  Iraqi  troops  in  Ku- 
wait suffered  their  heaviest  pounding  of  the 

"No  division,  no  brigade,  no  battalion  is 
being  spared  attack  from  our  pilots,  ^id 
Army  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Neal,  spokesman 
for  the  U.S  Central  Command  in  Riyadh,  Sau- 

Clea?  weather  brought  a  near-record  2,900 
Allied  air  missions  Monday  against  Iraq,  in- 
cluding a  record  750  sorties  against  targets  in 
and  around  Kuwait,  Neal  said. 
"Wearemteigif^^^ 


■  PAGE  3  —  Some  military  officials 
say  that  Iraq's  guns  are  bigger,  newer 
and  more  plentiful  than  coalition 
artillery. 

■  CITY/STATE,  PACE  13  —  The 

Persian  Gulf  War  has  toy  makers 
reaping  a  profit  from  models  and 
weapons. 
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agreed.  "There  is  a  lot  to  target  up  there  It's 
definitely  a  target-rich  environment,  said  Lt. 
Col  Billy  Diehl,  41,  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  command- 
er of  an  F-16  squadron  out  of  Shaw  Air  Force 

"We've  been  going  after  tanks  and  artillery 
pieces,"  Diehl  said.  "Things  that  are  really 
going  0  do  some  damage  to  our  boys  when 
they  start  rolling  into  Kuwait  is  what  we  re 

^"iraq  fought  back  with  more  Scud  attacks  - 
one  on  Saudi  Arabia  Monday  and  two  on  Isra- 
emonday  and  early  today.  A  Patriot  missi  e 
fntercepted  the  Scud  aimed  at  Saudi  Arabia 
but  two  security  guards  were  reported  n- 
jurerfrom  flying  glass.  The  i^^st  w^il^ 
aimed  at  Israel  fell  into  unoccupied  terntoij 
but  the  second  apparently  caused  some  dam- 

"'paTrtSSS  fired  to  intercept  the  second 
Scud  lobbed  at  Israel,  but  it  was  not  clear  if 
thpv  hit  the  Iraqi  missile. 

Bush  was  meeting  with  Israeli  Defei^ 
Minister  Moshe  Arens  when  the  first  mi^Ue 
attack  on  Israel  occurred.  "It  was  really  dra- 

""^l!;',",  tiff A^ifd  bon^be'^ j^yr^gjffli] 


i  Ostendorf  reveals  part  of  what  may  be  a  lost  copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  at  a  news  conference  in  Springfield,  III. 
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age  is  thought  to  be  Lincoln  copy 
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iRISTOPHER  WILLS 

:iATED  PRESS  ' 

RINGFIELD,  111.  _  A  Dayton 
ar  on  Abraham  Lincoln  may 
a  '■lost"  copy  of  the  Gettys- 
Address  that  experts  say 
L  solve  a  small  mystery  about 
)ln"s  greatest  speech  if  the 
is  authentic. 

'id  Ostendorf  unveiled  a  sin- 
landwritten  page  this  week, 
g  he  thought  it  was  part  of  a 
of  the  address  that  historians 
long  speculated  about, 
t  he  and  other  experts  said 
document,  roughly  the  last 
ol'  the  short  speech,  must  be 
'Ughly  studied  to  determine 
her  it  and  the  Lincoln  signa- 
it  bears  are  authentic.  One 
I  t  said  the  work  could  take  a 

slorians  know  that  Lincoln's 


host  in  Gettysburg,  Judge  David 
Wills,  later  wrote  to  the  16lh 
president,  asking  for  the  original 
copy  of  his  speech. 

There  was  no  record  that  Lin- 
coln replied,  but  he  did  make  cop- 
ies for  other  people.  That  raised 
the  question  of  whether  Lincoln 
sent  a  copy  to  Wills  that  was  some- 
how lost. 

Ostendorf,  a  Dayton  painter  and 
author  of  several  books  on  Lincoln, 
said  he  thought  his  page  was  part 
of  that  copy.  He  said  the  document 
was  found  folded  inside  a  book  at 
an  Ohio  antique  fair  late  last  year. 

Daniel  Weinberg,  owner  of  a 
Chicago  store  dedicated  to  Lincoln 
books  and  documents,  said  the 
copy,  if  authenticated,  was  "ex- 
tremely important,  although  tinged 
with  a  bit  of  sadness  because  it's 
only  a  portion." 

But,  he  said,  the  document  prob- 

'  S-rv-^ii   to  mer  


ably  won't  reveal  anything  new 
about  Lincoln  or  the  address. 

Lincoln  delivered  his  famous 
speech  Nov.  19,  1863,  at  the  ded- 
ication of  a  cemetery  for  the  7,000 
soldiers  killed  during  a  Civil  War 
battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Five  copies  in  Lincoln's  hand- 
writing are  known  to  exist.  Of  the 
five,  two  are  in  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  the  rest  are  divided 
among  the  White  House,  Cornell 
University  and  the  former  Illinois 
state  capitol,  now  a  museum, 
where  Lincoln  served  as  a  legis- 
lator. 

Ralph  Newman  of  Chicago,  a 
well-known  dealer  in  Lincoln 
documents,  said  he  hadn't  seen  the 
new-found  page  itself  But  he  said 
a  copy  provided  by  Ostendorf  had 
all  the  earmarks  of  being  legiti- 
mate. 

Newman  said  verifying  the  doc- 


ument would  require  tracing  its 
history  and  studying  the 
handwriting,  paper  and  ink.  If  the 
document  is  authenticated,  it 
could  be  worth  roughly  $200,000 
Newman  and  others  said. 

Ostendorf  wouldn't  say  how 
much  he  paid  for  the  copy.  He  said 
he  planned  to  keep  the  document 
for  now  and  eventually  sell  it  to  a 
collector  or  museum. 

It  is  the  second  Lincoln-related 
document  to  come  to  light  re- 
cently. The  Illinois  State  Histori- 
cal Library  was  recently  given  a 
100-page  transcript  of  an  1859 
Springfield  murder  trial  in  which 
Lincoln  served  as  defense  lawyer. 

Although  the  transcript,  donated 
by  a  woman  from  Fresno,  Calif, 
was  not  in  Lincoln's  handwriting, 
experts  said  it  was  the  only  word- 
by-word  record  of  his  courtroom 
work. 
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NOVEMBBjR  1 1  ,  1991 

PRESS     CONFERENCE  DATA 


Relative  facts  to  be  released  on  November  19»    I99I   ±n  a  formal 
press  conference   to  the  media;   facts  concerning'  the  initial 
press  announcement  released  Feb.    12,    1 99 1   about  the  newly 
found  Gettysburg-  Address  page  and  months  of  research  and 
conclusive  evidence  of  Its  authenticity. 


'■  by  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 

j . 

j  ■  ■ 

I  first  wish  to  thank  all  th©  historians,   forensic  and 

Lincoln  experts  for  all  their  kind  help  and  cooperation  sinee  .tlie 

1  Feb,    12,    1991   announcement  at  POST  32  American  Legion  Hall 

;.  regarding  the  Wills'   copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  page, 

!  :. 

■>-  appreciate  Not  only  the  technitions  and  scholar^  who 

|.  expressed  their  belief  in  this  document,   but  those  who  expressed 

■I  understandable  coutlon  about  it,   and  those  who  lacked  faith  in  the 

;  reality  of  the  document. 

5  All  conmients,   both  good  and  bad,     have  helped  me  to  sharpen  ray 

j  pencil,   and  motivated  rae  to  take  a  more  comprehensive  look  at  my 

■  dociunent,  and  spurred  rae  on  to  do  much  more  research  on  th©  matter, 

,  i  . 

I  Even  some  scholars  who  had  their  doubts  afaout  it,  were 

I  helpful  in  suggesting  further  tests  by  forensic  experts  who 

'  might  help  to  prove  some  points.  I  am  especially  indebted  to 

\  those  historians,  who  like  myself,  have  always     believed  in  the 

[  document's  authenticity,  and  continued  their  research  for  more 

*  evidence  to  help  prove  th©  paper  genuine. 

:  Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple,   Chief  Deputy  Archivist  for  the  State  of 

■  Illinois,  was  especially  positive  in  his  assistance.  In  his  position 

i  . 

'  he  has  examined  hundreds  of  Lincoln  docximents  in     the  state's  files, 

j 

The  past  few  months  have  been  an  emotional  rollicoaster  for 

1  rae,   as  well  as,     an  added  learning  experience  in  increasing  my 

\  evaluations  of  Lincoln's     writing!    and  penmanship,   attempting  to 

!  bolster  ray  own  beliefs  and  proving  critics  xvrong. 
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>      The  following  paragraphs  will  list   th©  more  important  and  pos- 
itive' tests  and  reports  given  to  me,   and  the  most  conclusive  test  results 

givpn  to  me. 

.w;;;:^ensifYing  me  air  campai^^ 


I 


3. 
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'^^^^   following  para^jraphs   win  li^t 
^tive   tests  an.  .epo.ts  ,i.e.  an       .         '"^^''^  — 

&ivpn  to  me.  '  conclusive  test  results 

s 

Autograph  deal.r  of  „„to      I„.     u  „ 
helpful  1„  „ei„«  n..  to  c„„tac  .  ' 

his  snowed,.  0,  papeT     1  "  =  t 

Hfe  „ado  a  nu..„  ,/„,.t  L°  r.TT"''  °'  " 

=  Ald  th.  oall,  could  Z  Z  but 

did  prod„:r. --^-^ 

ume  positive  points  he  coulr? 
I.      -J     ^j^^  could  be  sure  of: 

'^^5  and  on  xnto  the  18603. 

JJ^.  Nlckell  said     "  t->,^ 

the  paper  is  niH  -i-t, 
Th^  ,  P  P       is  old,   the  paper  is  fine." 

,  The  brovnlsh  ink  applied  to  th.  - 

it   Should  have   J  old  i  "'"^'^  ^ 

;  e  tor  old  iron  gallotannate  ink 

;       5.   The  ink  was  not  some  kind  of  printed  . 

:  the  pap.r  h.  .  ^teel  pen  ...I  ZT  '^'^^'^^^ 

1 

^a^in^  to  tho  writer.: 

i        "  l^atermark  appears  to  be  a  R^-+  • 

;  -e  ^p..,  ^^^^   ---a  watermark  on  machine 

nit  o:ror::re::rr:;tar::  rr^-^  -^--^ 

-prea.ed  ^reat  interest  in  the  ZT    I  ^^-^s  in  the  rield 

-i^t  .orensic  specialirt  r:  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Notable  -ooura^ed  me  to  contact, 

rjptable  among  the  suff^reat-I  or, . 

suggestions  were  fhoseof- 

«iba  Auctions:  Xnc 

Chris   Coover     r^r777~~,   Conr.ectiout . 

'    ^hrast.e-s  Auction   ,    Manuscript   and  Book 

;  Ralph  G     Vowrn^         ,  division. 

j  ■  ...co.„    .o„,  ,„_^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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^r.    David  R.    Chesnutt,    Editor  Manuscript.  M 
Or.   Mark  E.   Neelv  n.  -  ^^script^  Ma^cazine, 

^'  i^lrector  of  the  Lincoln  Museum 

^----;r-frthe^o=:!- 

-chael  Mcxee,   great,    great  O^,,,,  ^^^^^ 


James  T.  Hickey,  Former  curator  ot  the  Lincoln  Collection 

State  of  Illinois 


NOV  12  '91  15:53  299-S64S 


P. 4 


3.  Mr,  David  R,   Chesnutt,   Editor  Manuscripts  Magazine. 

Dr.  Mark  E,  Neely,  Jr.   Director  of  the  Lincoln  Museum 

of  Port  Wayne,   Indiana,     He  express- 
continued  interest   in  the  dociiraent . 

Michael  MoKee,  great,   great  Grandson  of  Judge  David  Will 
j  to  whom  the  document  was  ©ndorced  and 

was  Lincoln's  host  at  Gettysburg.  Ho 
expressed  enthusiasm  for  the  document. 

After  Chris  Coover  had  examined  th©  original  document  for 

about  theree  hours,  he  said  repeatedly . "It  looks  very,  very  good," 

bbt  would  not  make  the  definitative  appraisal,  and  suggested  I  soo 

ftoderick  McNeil,'    of  McNeil  Technologies  Inc.   in  Montana  for  his 

forensic  tests.     Both  Ralph  Nexraan  and  James  Hickey  who  examined 

th©  original  paper  also  said  it  "  Looks  Good"  but  xvished  to  reserve 

I  ^ 
final  jud^cnt  imtil  tests  i/ere  mad©;       .  said  they  had  to  be  cautious 

about  these  things,   and  made  a  number  of  helpful  suggestions, 

Dr,  Gobor  Boritt,   Gettysburg  College  Historian  said  it  should 

eventually  go  to'    Gettysburg.   Dr.   John  Y.   Simon,   historian  at  Southern 

Illinois  University  at  Carbondal©  made  valuable  suggestions, 

Daniel  Wineburg  of  the  Lincoln  Bookshop,   Chi<cago,   also  expressed 

more  than  usual  interest  in  th©  document. 

Probably  because  of  my  own  long  association  with  Lincoln  art, 
pictures  and  writings,  and  owner  of  the  largest  Lincoln  photograph  coll- 
ection in  private  hands,   the  manuscript  was  brought  to  m©  for  my  opinion 

of  it  and  ©valuation,.    Literally  hundreds  of  people  have  came  to  me 
over  the  years  for  my  opinion,   appraisal  and  knowledge  of  all  sorts 
'  of  Lincoln  items.  Often  Lincoln  memorabelia  was  made  available  to  m» 
as  a  result  of  my  reputation  in  buying  and  trading  in  Lincoln 
material.  A  deal  was  struck  for  k  ©xpensov©  items  in  my  collection 
-  and  considerable  cash  for  this  unique  Lincoln  document, 

NTia  matter  how  good  one  is  in  authenticating  Lincoln  material 
it  is  always  wise  to  consult  other  knowlegable  authorities  in  the 
Lincoln  field,  and  especially  experts  in  governmental  institutloa  such 
aa  the  Library  of  Congress,     Probably  on©  of  the  most  outstanding 
manuscript  scholars  whom  people  consult  on  questions  of  forgery  or 
authenticity  is  James  Gilreath  of  the  rare  books  and  maunscript  div- 
ision at  the  Linrary  of  Congress,  Gilwreath,  who  never  saw  my  Gettysburg 
maunscript  was  skeptical  about  it,   readily  assisted  me  in  advice  and 
coiqments,   and  gave  me  the  address  of  his  colleagus  in  forensic  testing, 

Roderick  McNeil, 

I 
I 
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Gilreath  also  put  me  in  contact  with      Robert  Lisbeth,   of  the 
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o^n...:::::r:„t:  ::\::  — . 

4u«.ou,  „ith  his  h.lp  „      !        Co^er.^.  He  too  ... 

*>^eir  eopi..  o,  .h.' =,tt,.,; J":;""  *>'»^-  valuablo  «o». 

!r  «  "TOP  TreaaLo  «  H,  w  "f"  POss.„io„ 

:     M  eo„vi„oa  you 

;  O"--"!!,  replied  slovly,  r 

rna*""""  "av.  to  be  it.  ""'""r  prove  If.  authentloi ty. 

Throughout  the  whole  present.*- 
hexp^l  an.  .nthu,l.„  /r^.^^^^—  '  one  o.  the 

l+'Sthy  projeot.  orainator  xn  the  euoc.„  of  t^e 

1 

■         I'agner  had  encourasod  »r,^ 
^riould  he  „ade  at  the  McNeil  ChlT"'  "-1  te,t 

^4=oratory.  „o«eii  had  .ad    Jltol  '  ^*  ''""^  "n 

into  the  paper  °'  ".i<rratl„„ 

It  °°  '''^  paper,   and  J":"'  J"-  -n.  the 

4  -her,   the  year  the  i^,  oould  haT:  """"  "  - 
«^  sons  and  1  „ent  to  o  1  " 

We  were  al!  r  """^  ""^^"'^  —  - 

:T  ^^""V    to  „a.e  valid    e  !"      -  ""^  ""^^""^ 

■  f"-  ...... .... .      :z  .:r;::;;::;... 
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'Papers  vith 


;  5  P.6 


^yPe  oi^  as  s.on  on  the  Win,. 

l^rst  received  bv  Dhon«  f.orr, 


thit  ,    ,      '    "  "  "Issing)     H,  Kited 

th,t         Lx„coZ„.s  they  „„„„  „„e„  ol.„p  p.^,^ 

^..oular  a..l»„   li.,  ,  „„,„^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  . 
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.      ^P^pars  vith     a  type  oT  glue,   as  seen  on  the  Will.,  pa^e, 

^'     P..  M  M^'?"''"^  ""^^  received  by  phone  from 

Hod  McNeil  .who   said     "   4ii  -i-^^j. 

baia,       All  tests  are  good  so  far." 

"    Good   old  i-nlf   "  II  r^i^  J 

injc.     ...  Chemical  annalysis  of  the 

I    paper  says  it  is  old." 

i 

i  Soon  came  the  la-ntr  a<r=.-i+«j         ,  „ 

^  =   viiw  j.ong  avaxted  word  from  McNeil; 

"It's  Gojiuinel" 

■  t-ts  on  one  Side,   looks  genuine;    ia-    tests  on  the  other.- 

!    Xt     dates  to  ,869,  plus  or  minus  10  years  each  way." 
^    Yes,  :Lt  could  have  doflnately  b^en  written  in  IS63   t  " 

■^^j'^'therraore  McNfiii  f^n-n-f^-^r^^^ 
bodv  of  tin.  confirmed  my  suspicion  that  the  inK  on  the 

^ody  of  the  paper  was  actually  different  in  composition  than  the 
Ar^  used  on  the  hack  side-^the  endorsement.  McNeil  said  : 

ioth     .  ,  -^if-^^erent  formula  wore  used  on  each  side  - 

pth  old  svm  au^r  based  inks,   and  written  at  different  times.- 
j  Then  he  commented  graciously,  " 

L  can  t  ^°  ^""^  *°  aomeone.s  bubble, 

p<i  can  tell  them  their  document  is  real.  Ifs  a  pleasure  to  do  so." 

'  C^^tainly  the  above  remarks  lend  strong  cred        ity  to  my 

theo,  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^ 

J.th  h.m  to  Washington.  A  few  days  later  he  received  Jud.e  Wills 
Jaq^ast  for  that  original  document,  and  responded  by  indorsing  the 
document  to  him  to  be  sent  back. 


As  thxs   type  of  signlf -J .cant  evidence     builds  up  and  this  ' 
Ijreponderence  of  evidence  leads  me  to  believe  that  this  paper 
^as  indeed  Lincoln's  reading  copy  at  ©ettysbur^, 

•  C  See  Judge  Will's  letter  of  request  facimile.) 

*  The  Associate  Press  reporter  heard  Lincoln's  remarks  first 
riand      Joseph  Gilbert  took  most  of  Lincoln's  speech  down  in  shorthand 
Immediately  after  the  speech  he  ask  ti^^  r.^     ■  ^     ^  ^ 

,„  ^'peecn  ne  a!:.k  the  president  to  see  his  manuscript 

^  compare  and  correct  his  own  version,   to  be  sure  he  had  it  right  for 
*ae  newspapers.     Gilbert  recorded  the  use  of  the  words  "  under  God- 

t.TT7.  "'"'"^  ^^^^  *°  the 

Wer  God.  Phrase.  All  subsequent  copies  of  the  address  written  late, 
atftar  the  event     also  contained  the  words,   "under  God." 
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6  : 

The  first  two  drafts  known  as  the  Nicolay  copy  and  the  Hay  copy 
do  Hot,  noTi  +  ia-?»-.   -(--u-   J,         — — -  _^.,>,„^>,  xvvyuoA  b   uiBuecn,    01  xne 

Keiiy  saro:™ssa:« 


■o...  cuuutixnea  vtie  words,    "under  God." 
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*rhe  first  two  drafts  known  as   the  Nicolay  copy  and  the  Hay  copy 
do  Hot  contain  the  terrn,    "under  God."...  The  later  copies  of  the 
Getk;ysbur^  Address  written  out  by  Lincoln  for  specific  porposes  in  1864 
coufld  not  have  been  his  reading  copy,    (  The  everett,   Bancroft  and  Bliss 
copfies  ,  ) 

:  Many  eye  -  witnesses  at  Gettysburg  in  I863  natod  that  the 

pre^dent  withdrew  his  papers  from  his  coat  pocket.  In  order  to  hav. 
Plafced'  his  legal  size  papers  in  his  pocket,  he  would  have  had  to  fold 
tho)  papers.  Secretary  Nicolay  who  was  thero  wrote  that  LincolnVef  old.d 
the|  paper  and  returned  it  to  his  pocket  when  he  had  finished." 

All  the  other  Gettysburg  addresses  do  not  contain  the  necessary 
muljtiple  folds. 

This  newly  found  WHi^  ^raft  or  sixth  copy  of  the  Pettysbnrg 
address  does  have  a  .trong  slmiliarity  to  the  Hay  copy  in  line  coznposition 
Apparently  Lincoln  liked  that  format  and  copied  one  draft  gro.  the  other  ' 
to  ket  the  wording  the  same,   and  inserting  the  caret,    "  urider  God  "  and 
elij^inating  the  two  scratched  out  words  in  the  Hay  draft... a  line 
by  line  corrected  copy,   but  not  a  tracing.  The  Hay  copy  was  done  on 
im^d  paper;   the  Wills  copy  on  unlined  paper,    showing  different  line 
and  space  widths,    and  finally  the  beautiful   inscription  on  the  back, 
making  it  one. of  only  two   copies  he  had  signed  and  written.    (   Tho  other 
sxgjxed.      copy  was  the  Bliss  copy,   known  as   the  official  version  of  136/0 
.Thf  othet  four  copies  are  unsigned.       The  Bliss  and  the  Wills  copies 
wer^  speoificly  requested  to  be  signed,   and  we  know  Lincoln  was  an 


obliging  fell  ow 


T'  'J  i    !....  1  ;:-   c:!   i j  s  t  e  n   o  i--  f 

Lincoln  Picture  Studio 
'■'25  Lookout  Drive 
D  a  V  t.  on,    □  h  3.  o   4  5  4  3.  9 
513-293-9234 

From:    Rod   McNb:.  1 

14460   £.  Shore 
Pol  son „    Mt„  59860 
4  O  6  -  -y  S  2  ■■■■  3 4 4 5 

I      have   received    and   e.aroxnocl   the   ahov..   s:i.n,,e   c  .oe  document 
ut.l..:.ng    the   sc..,n.ng   Auger   dating    technique   vo.      requested.  As 
vou      are     aware.,      th...     technigue        s   only      .oplicaole     to  those 
document..     that   have  not   Oeen   ac  1  o   neutral  1 .  ed   and      that  contain 
-.gniticant      guantitie.      ot    inorganic,   m      the      .n.  tor.ulation, 
-        '-'-^'^     clocu.ent      .et      .oth      o-f      these     r egui  r e.ent o , 
although      the     background   bluing   of   the  Libertv  oaper   did  create 
sc..e   ion   exchange   saturation    m   the  paper.      The   large   size  of  the 
-••on   based   data   set   and    the  concentration   ot    iron   in   the   ink  led 
•to  its  choice  as  the  metal    ot   choice  for  analysis. 

An  overall  macroscopic  examination  of  the  document  sho..ed  it 
to  be  from  the  Liberty  Paperworks  of  Phi li del  phi  a  based  on  the 
.watermark.  While  I  do  not  have  specific  manufacturing  dates  for 
this  paper,  the  company  used  this  watermark  from  1850  to 
aporo.imately  1375.  I  can  refer  vou  to  other  parties  who  might 
have  more  specific  knowledge  concerning  this  paper.  However,.  ,t 
has  been  mv  experience  that  the  correct  paper  .s  often  available 
to  knowledgable  forgers,  so  the  paper  itself  makes  a  poor  basis 
o  f   a  u  t.  h  e  n  t.  i  c  a  t  i  c:<  \-<.  „ 


1 


A  «p.t  of  gl,.;e  noted  ,n  ,:he  Is-ft  hand  upper  corner  cf  tne 
document.  Tn.s  ,s  .,U.:,  cpns..tent  th  the  Per.od,  particular,-.. 
a.wng^t  the  legal  Profession.  In  a  device  resembling  a  notarv 
seal.  the  .not  of  glue  was  tirst  applied  and  then  co,„pressed 
between  the  sheets.  The  device  wa.  typically  u.ed  on  ehort 
document...  typically  less  than  4.-..5  pages.  On  longer  doc.ents.  a 
tpld.ng  insert  or  onen  cliP  was  used.  Tvpicaily,  gl.es  ot  ,:he 
period      were   of    ,?n  :i  ir^a  i    o>'->ni.-    ,   ■  , 

^-^hxle  I  conduced  no  exhaustive  t.st..ng„  hhe  glue  sampled  .as 
dissolved  .V  oroteolvt.c  .n.v.es,,  suggesting  that  .t  .as  orote.n 
based,.  Here  exhaustive  testing  ,.et  hodoi  eg es  could  ..dent.fv  the 
or.o.nal  ani.al  source  ot  the  .ater.al  bv  . ..nunoassay  and 
Pos...bIv  the  rnanutacturer  on  tne  basxs  of  tor.ulat.on,  I  a. 
unaware  of  anvone  .n  the  document  forens.cs  f.eld  spec.al.z.ng  :m 
this   area,    but   would   be  hapov   to  .a^.e   inquiries   .or   you   it   vou  so 


desi re 


An  analysis  of  the  ink  showed  it  to  be  typical  ot  the  period, 
containing  large  quantities  ot  iron  and  numerous  trace  inorganics 
such  as  chromium  and  manganese.  The  assay  was  Pertormed  hv 
Secondary  Ion  Mass  Spectrometry  .Sl.S,  and  is  not  quantitative. 
Other,  „,ore  precise  technigues  such  as  thm  layer  and  high 
pressure  liguid  chomatographv  would  allow  quantitative  analysis 
and  perhaps  a  comparision  with  other   known  Lincoln   works   from  the 

same  period   -for   an   a'=^say    "ma+rh"      T  i- 1- 

</      (7i,.<..,_n    .    i    hc<ve.^   the  equipment   to  conduct 

such  tests  or  can  suggest  other  document  examiners  that 
speciali-e   in   this  technique. 


e 


-c    ..r,..t    U;f.  docury^ent   not   be  .harmed   i-n   any  wav, 
i   •■'-'g(_r    miLroscopy    (SAM)    was  quite  difficult 

'  Ibh.   sample  was  roi  J  ed   around     a  two 

i-nch     d:i;a-      metal    bar   and   rrvi-^i-.-H  • 

'-'-^ta.ed   an  segments  to  locate  adequate 

concentrations  o. •  i n .  . or  samp U nq „  I  also  tried  toldino  th ^ 
document    along    its   orig.n.i    ,,,,    ,,,,,  ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^_ 

sample     chamber,      and   could   detect   no  damaoe  resulting 
procedure,    A   verv   nigb    angle   ot    incidence   relative   to   the  surface 
-..ntamed   to  mmimi.e  noise  and   optimise  groundmo. 
Regardless     o-f      sample  concentration      anc     counting      period,  tb^ 

'-^^-^^^^   P^'-^^'^^^^^  be   plus   or      .,,,nus  ten 

^  -  -fc--^-'^   s.:imples  measured   in  triplicate. 

Fhe     seven   sit^-s  {'c^h    c;        i..  i- ^.   ..  , 

'-f^'-tmq   are  marked   on   the   Xerox  o^ 

■U-^e  document  enclosed.  The  selection  o-f  the  test  sites  had  to  do 
-.tb  the  concentration  o-f  i.on  m  that  location  as  well  as  my 
ability  to  Obtain  adequate  grounding,.  Analysis  was  conducted  on  a 
PHI  610  instrument  in  the  protile  mode  with  a  minimum  beam  size 
to  enhance  resolution. 

Both  sades  o-f  the  document  .ere  tested.  but  the  background 
debr.H  and  l.c,hter  in.  concentration,  on  the  ohverse  second  panel 
would  not  allo„  as  accurate  a  dat.nc,.  Aqaln.  pl.a..  refer  to  the 
second  enclosed  Xero.  -for  the  sa.pUng  s.te  ut.U.ed.  Thi. 
-rf.c.al  debris  .s  interesting  s.nce  .t  appears  on  only  one 
-ide,.      ObvaouBlv,  the  second  panel    obverse  -faced     out,  then 

e.ther  the  f.rst  or  th.rd  panel  .ust  also  have  been  on  the 
"outs.de".  Whv  the  so.l.ng  should  be  so  .uch  heavier  only  on  the 
second  panel    is  unclear. 
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The     .od.  the  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

ve...  .....  „n   .even   ..„,p:,e.  pi  THe  o.,..,.e:^se 

J  ..^Le  -.hewed   a  median   aqe  I  h't-  ±  . 

......  -no... 

,.-e«e.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The     — —   .nt....al   .t.l...,  ^  _ 

T...   ...e..,.n.   .eans   that   the..   .  .  ..hah   a  .p  . 

thnus.n,     .hance  that   the  sa.p.e.   .a,->.  t.o.  the...   .eca  an  .ate. 

"Here  than   25  vearB„ 

Hy     overall      conclusion   reaaro.nq   the  document    .  s   that    .t  ,s 

It      was  created      m-i      l-^-r-.     +•  ,  . 

'-  -        -  ' '      i-  > '  -      t  J.  me     p  er  i  od 

.roponte.  hv  the  .„c,.,.ent.  O.v.o.sl,,  th..  type  ot  test.no  Pan 
^^ra.,  no  conc:u..,..ons  about  c.eate.   the  .pcu.ent.      on.y  ,hgo  .t 

was  created™ 

I   hope  tn..  p.o.,,.3  the   .ntor.at.on   that   vou  .eou.ne.    „  vn„ 
or     vou.  coneague.  Have  anv  ,uest..ns  .e,aP..n,   the     .e.ult,  o. 
""^'^^  -ee  to  contact  .e. 

Regards, 

Rod  en  ck   J.    McNei  I 
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A  newly  found  copy  of  a  portion  of  Lincoln's  Gettsyburg  Address, 
discovered  over  a  year  ago  at  a  flea  market  in  Ohio,  is  genuine,  a  noted 
forensic  expert  has  concluded. 

Roderick  J.  McNeil,  a  owner  of  the  Rocky  Mountain    Research  Laboratories 
in  Poison,  Montana,  recently  submitted  a  report  to    Lloyd  Ostendorf,  owner 
of  the  document,  stating:  "My  overall  conclusion  regarding  the  document  is 
that  is  genuine:  that  is,  that  it  was  created  in  the  time  period  purported 
by  the  document." 

Ostendorf,  an  internationally-known  Lincoln  artist  and  historian  who 
had  purchased  the  document,  rode  a  "roller  coaster"  of  ups  and  downs  for 
nine  months  in  his  efforts  to  authenticate  the  document,  he  said. 

McNeil,  who  once  did  testing  work  on  the  Shroud  of  Turin,  stated  in 
a  4-page  report  to  Ostendorf  that  "  Obviously,  this  type  of  testing  can  draw 
no  conclusions  about  who  created  the  document,  only  when    it  was  created." 

Although  the  front  page  of  the  manuscript  has  not  been  found,  Lincoln 
experts  now  believe  in  the  light  of  the  age  testing  done  by  McNeil  that  the 
document  is  indeed  genuine.  A  copy  of  a  letter  in  the  Robert  Lincoln 
collection,  written  by  Judge  David  Wills,  who  invited  Lincoln  to  speak  at 
the  Gettysburg  Cemetery  dedication,  was  revealed  to  Lincoln  buffs  more  than 
50  years  ago.  The  newly  found  document  contains  a  certification  on  the  back 
addressed  to  Judge  Wills  and  signed  by  "A.  Lincoln." 

The  eleven  lines  of  page  2  of  the  document  contain  the  words:  "for  us 
to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us — that  from  these 
honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  here 
gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion — that  we  here  highly  resolve  that 
these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall 
have  a  new  birth  of  freedom;  and  that  this  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 

Ostendorf,  who  lives  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  revealed  the  acquisition  of  the 
-"-^         -4.  ,  r^,^occ  r-onfprence  Feb.  11,   1991,  hosted  by  the  Springfield 
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discovered  over  a  year  ago  at  a  flea  market  in  Ohio,  is  genuine,  a  noted 
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Roderick  J.  McNeil,  a  owner  of  the  Rocky  Mountain    Research  Laboratories 
in  Poison,  Montana,  recently  submitted  a  report  to    Lloyd  Ostendorf.  owner 
of  the  document,  stating:  "My  overall  conclusion  regarding  the  document  is 
that  is  genuine:  that  is.  that  it  was  created  in  the  time  period  purported 
by  the  document. " 

Ostendorf.  an  internationally-known  Lincoln  artist  and  historian  who 
had  purchased  the  document,  rode  a  "roller  coaster"  of  ups  and  downs  for 
nine  months  in  his  efforts  to  authenticate  the  document,  he  said. 

McNeil,  who  once  did  testing  work  on  the  Shroud  of  Turin,  stated  in 
a  4-page  report  to  Ostendorf  that  "  Obviously,  this  type  of  testing  can  draw 
no  conclusions  about  who  created  the  document,  only  when    it  was  created." 

Although  the  front  page  of  the  manuscript  has  not  been  found.  Lincoln 
experts  now  believe  in  the  light  of  the  age  testing  done  by  McNeil  that  the 
document  is  indeed  genuine.  A  copy  of  a  letter  in  the  Robert  Lincoln 
collection,  written  by  Judge  David  Wills,  who  invited  Lincoln  to  speak  at 
the  Gettysburg  Cemetery  dedication,  was  revealed  to  Lincoln  buffs  more  than 
50  years  ago.  The  newly  found  document  contains  a  certification  on  the  back 
addressed  to  Judge  Wills  and  signed  by  "A.  Lincoln." 

The  eleven  lines  of  page  2  of  the  document  contain  the  words;  "for  us 
to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us — that  from  these 
honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  here 
gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion — that  we  here  highly  resolve  that 
these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under  God.  shall 
have  a  new  birth  of  freedom;  and  that  this  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 

Ostendorf.  who  lives  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  revealed  the  acquisition  of  the 
Address  at  a  press  conference  Feb.  11,   1991.  hosted  by  the  Springfield 
American  Legion  Post  32  in  conjunction  with  the  Legion's  Annual  Pilgrimage 
to  the  Tomb  of  Abraham  Lincoln.   He  said  that  a  friend  found  the  document 
inside  a  book  on  the  Gettysburg  Cemetery  and  brought  it  to  him  for  inspection. 
He  eventually  purchased  the  document. 

"One  of  the  most  outstanding  manuscript  scholars  who  people  consult 
on  questions  of  forgery  or  authenticity  is  James  Gilreath  of  the  rare  books 
and  manuscript  division  of  the  Library  of  Congress,"  Ostendorf  stated. 
"Gilreath,  who  never  saw  my  Gettysburg  manuscript  was  skeptical  about  it, 
readily  assisted  me  in  advice  and  comments,  and  gave  me  the  address  of  his 
colleague  in  forensic  testing,  Roderick  McNeil." 

Ostendorf  then  contacted  McNeil  to  test  the  document.  Recently,  Ostendorf 
contacted  Gilreath  to  ask  him  if  the  "sophisticated  cyclotron  tests  proved 
that  my  Gettysburg  Address  page"  contained  writing  on  the  paper  written  in 
the  time  of  Lincoln,  "would  that  fact  convince  you  it  is  real?"  Gilreath 
replied  that  "Yes,   I  would  say  it  has  to  be  real."  Ostendorf  stated. 

According  to  Ostendorf.  Gilreath  said  that  the  cyclotron  test  was  "the 
ultimate  test,  and  the  most  expensive,"  and  that  no  further  tests  could  be 
made.      That  test,  Gilreath  said,  would  have  to  be  the  one  to  prove  the 
authenticity  of  the  document. 

McNeil,  who  has  authored  numerous  papers  on  his  testing  techniques, 
tested  both  the  paper  and  the  inks  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  owned  by 


MORE 


Ostendorf.  Both  were  found  to  be  products  of  the  period  in  which  Lincoln 
wrote  the  Address.  McNeil,  who  has  done  age  testing  of  documents  for  11  years, 
is  the  author  of  two  recent  papers  on  the  subject:  Literary  Research,  Vol. 
13,  1988,  Chapt.  4,  pp.  137-149,  "Scanning  Auger  Microscopy  for  Manuscript 
Ink  Dating,"  and  also  The  Judgment  of  Experts,  American  Antiquarian  Society 
1991.  pp.  115-130,  "Scanning  Auger  Microscopy  for  Dating  Two  Copies  of  the 
'Oath  of  a  Freeman. '" 

Ostendorf  said  he  cannot  conceive  the  need  to  do  any  further  testing. 
"I  think  this  proves  beyond  doubt  that  it  is  the  lost  sixth  copy  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address  that  Robert  Lincoln's  collection,  specifically,  the  letter 
to  Lincoln  from  Judge  David  Wills,  requesting  the  manuscript,    referred  to. 

"Furthermore,"  Ostendorf  said,  "logic  leads  us  to  believe  that  Lincoln 
sent  Wills  the  very  copy  from  which  he  used  in  delivering  the  Address,  since 
it  is  folded  as  if  it  had  been  placed  in  his  coat  pocket." 

The  five  copies  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  that  Lincoln  personally  wrote 
are  located  as  follows:  One  at  the  Historical  Library  in  Springfield,  IL; 
one  at  Cornell  University,  NY;  one  in  the  Lincoln  Room  of  the  White  House, 
and  two  at  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washi ngton, D. C. 
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Gettysburg  Address  copy  real,  expert  says 

JFr^^m^P'.^  m-Sd.    battle  in  the  sm...  P..„.,„„„„..„    ...   ^ 


SPRINGHELD,  Dl.  (AP)  —  Sci- 
entific tests  bolster  a  collector's 
statement  that  his  copy  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  s  Gettysburg  Address  is  the 
actual  manuscript  from  which  Lhe 
loth  president  read. 

The  expert  said  thorough  tests  of 
the  ink  and  the  paper  convinced 
ium  that  the  document  came  from 
ine  penod  when  Lincob  gave  the 
addrKs,  according  to  Lincoln  schol- 
Ohio        Ostendorf  of  Dayton, 

"I  think  this  proves  beyond  a 
doubt  that  It  is  the  lost  sixth  copy" 

m.l'^T'P^'''  a  state- 

ment Tuesday. 

cnHfl'^^l"  delivered  his  famous 
sP^h  Nov.  19.  1863,  at  the  dedi- 
?™etery  for  the  7,000 
soldiere  killed  during  a  Civil  War 


battle  in  the  small  Pennsylvania 
town  of  Gettysburg. 

Ostendorf,  who  had  unveiled  the 
R^""^t"xPi  J"..  February,  asked 
Rodenck  McNeiJ,  owner  of  Rocky 
Mountain  Research  Laboratories  in 
Poison,  Mont.,  to  examine  the 
single,  handwritten  page. 

McNeil  who  did  testing  work  on 
the  Shroud  of  Turm,  said  in  a  four- 
page  report  that  he  believed  the 
document  came  from  the  Gettvs- 
burg  era.  McNeil's  tests  did  not 
seek  to  determine  whether  the 
nandwnting  was  Lincoln's. 

The  manuscript  is  thought  to  be 
the  second  of  two  pages  and  con- 
tains about  the  final  third  of  the 
short  speech. 

It  is  signed  by  "A.  Lincoln"  and 
addressed  to  Judge  David  Wills, 


Lincoln's  host  in  Gettysburg. 

Wills  later  wrote  to  Lincoln  and 
requested  the  original  copy  of  his 
speech. 

TTiere  was  no  reconi  that  Lincoln 
replied,  but  he  made  copies  for 
other  people.  That  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  Lincoln  sent  a  copy 
to  Wills  that  somehow  was  lost. 

Ostendorf  has  said  his  page  is 
part  of  that  copy.  He  said  the  docu- 
ment was  found  folded  inside  a 
book  at  an  Ohio  antique  fair  last 
year.  . 

Wayne  Temple,  chief  deputy  di- 
fector  of  the  Illinois  State  Archives, 
thinks  the  page  is  from  the  copy 
Lincoln  used  as  he  delivered  the 
speech. 

That  would  have  satisfied  Wills' 
request  for  the  original.  Temple 


Mid,  and  creases  in  the  copy  could 
have  come  from  Lincoln  folding  the 
speech  to  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

"I  don't  see  how  any  reasonable 
Pf  son  could  cast  any  doubts" 
about  the  copy's  authenticity,  he 
said  Tuesday. 

"It  is  my  theory  that  this  copy 
...  IS  the  one  that  was  Lincoln's 
f^™g  copy  (at  the  address),  and 
that  s  what  makes  it  so  important," 
Temple  said. 

Five  copies  in  Lincoln's  handwri- 
tmg  are  known  to  exist. 

orlr^T^^  *e  ^'•'rary  of  Con- 
^f  ^iJ^^t^^^^  ^e  '^^^ded  among 
t  J^^  ?°"^'  <^o™eU  Universi- 
ty and  the  former  Illinois  state  capi- 
^^^^  ^  museum,  where  Lincobi 
served  as  a  legislator. 
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Lost  Copy  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  Comes  to  Light 


By  Lloyd  Ostendorf 


A  document  unveiled  and  displayed  publicly  in 
Springfield,  Illinois,  Feb.  11,  and  12,  1991  is 
believed  to  be  part  of  the  long  lost  draft  given  to 
Judge  David  Wills  of  Gettysburg  shortly  after  the 
historic  Gettysburg  dedication  event.  Abraham 
Lincoln's  handwriting  and  endorsement  on  the 
verso  have  been  tentatively  declared  to  be  au- 
thentic. Eminent  Lincoln  historian  and  scholar, 
Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple,  former  Editor-in-Chief  of 
the  LINCOLN  HERALD,  and  current  deputy 
archivist  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  said  recently, 

"I  have  carefully  examined  and  tested  the 
document  and  can  verify  that  it's  in  fact  the 
second  page  of  the  previously  missing  last  copy 
of  the  Gettysburg  Address." 

The  whereabouts  of  the  first  sheet  of  the 
original  two  page  document  is  not  known,  if 
indeed  it  still  exists.  But  it  is  very  evident  that  this 
second  page  was  once  attached  to  the  first  by  a 
glue  spot  still  to  be  seen  on  the  upper  left  hand 
corner  of  the  existing  page.  Modern  paper  clips 
and  staples  were  not  in  use  in  the  1860s. 

A  beautiful  watermark  can  be  detected  under 
the  writing  and  in  the  center  of  the  page,  an  oval 
and  crown  design  showing  a  seated  figure  of  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty.  The  page  contains  three  folds 
making  it  easy  to  mail  or  carry  in  ones  coat 
pocket.  Most  importantly  this  newly  found  docu- 
ment bears  a  fine  presentation  inscription  and 
signature  on  the  verso.  It  is  one  of  only  two  known 
copies  which  Lincoln  signed  as  requested.  None 
of  the  other  copies  were  signed. 

This  Wills  draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address 
was  found  in  an  old  book  obtained  at  a  flea  market 
in  Northern  Ohio.  It  was  neatly  preserved  in 
folded  condition  in  the  center  of  a  book  titled.  The 
Lincoln  Memorial  1865. 

The  finder  wanted  to  know  what  he  had  found 
and  to  have  the  document  verified  and  authenti- 
cated, leaving  it  in  my  possession  for  several 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf  is  an 
outstanding  Lincoln  artist  and  leading  authority  on 
Lincoln  photographs.  He  served  as  Art  Editor  of  the 
Lincoln  Herald. 


Judge  David  Wills 


weeks.  I  believed  it  was  Lincoln's  writing  and 
informed  him  it  was  a  portion  of  a  signed 
Gettysburg  Address.  Seeming  somewhat  disin- 
terested in  his  find  I  was  informed  that  he  did  not 
collect  autographs.  My  reply  was,  well  I  do, 
especially  if  they  are  Lincoln's.  I  felt  that  a 
horsetrade  might  be  possible.  He  wanted  four 
valuable  items  in  my  collection  and  several  thou- 
sand dollars  and  no  publicity  for  himself  con- 
cerning it.  I  had  immediately  recognized  the 
little  quirks  in  Lincoln  writing,  the  lifting  of  the 
pen  before  certain  letters,  the  upsweep  flourish 
on  the  end  line  of  a  word,  and  all  the  quaint 
features  1  had  long  observed  in  over  50  years  of 
collecting  Lincoln  items.  Lincoln's  writing  was 
overwhelming!)  evident  to  me,  and  later  many 
Lincoln  scholars  who  have  seen  the  original 
agree  with  me.  Only  a  few  cautious  Liiicoln 
experts  who  have  never  seen  the  original  ever 


cast  any  doubt  on  it  and  that  is  to  be  expected  for 
obvious  reasons. 

Granted,  there  is  not  a  lot  of  Provenance 
attached  to  a  document  that  may  have  been  kept 
in  an  old  book  for  a  century  or  so,  but  one  fact 
stands  strongly  in  its  favor.  On  file  in  the  Library 
of  Congress  is  Judge  Wills  letter  of  request,  dated 
Nov.  24,  1863,  in  which  he  writes  for  "the 
original  manuscript  of  the  Dedicatory  Remarks 
delivered  by  you  here  last  Thursday"  and  asked 
the  President  for  the  document  "to  be  placed  with 
papers  connected  with  the  project."  He  pointedly 
also  asked  Lincoln  to  "Please  append  his  certifi- 
cate to  them."  This  is  exactly  what  appears  to 
have  been  done  by  the  president  who  was  often 
very  obliging  to  special  requests. 

Why  is  this  Gettysburg  paper  now  considered 
to  possibly  be  the  original  address — the 
Gettysburg  Battlefield  copy?  This  one  could  be 
the  sheet  he  held  when  he  delivered  his  "appro- 
priate remarks"  Nov.  19, 1863, because  thisdraft 
v^JdiS,  folded.  All  the  accounts  of  eye-witnesses 
said  Lincoln  drew  from  his  coat  pocket  two  pieces 
of  paper.  He  simply  could  not  have  put  into  his 
pockets  large  sheets  unless  they  had  been  folded. 
Of  all  the  other  five  known  versions  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  none  show  fold  marks,  ex- 
cept the  so-called  first  draft  (The  Nicolay  copy) 
and  it  does  bear  some  faint  fold  marks. 

A  brief  description  of  the  five  known  versions 
of  the  address  in  Lincoln's  hand  are  in  order: 
No.  1 .  First  draft.  The  Nicolay  copy,  associated 
with  and  named  for  John  G.  Nicolay,  Lincoln's 
private  secretary.  Two  sheets,  the  first  on 


Executive  Mansion  stationery  in  ink,  the  sec- 
ond sheet  in  pencil  on  legal  size  paper.  After 
Nicolay's  death  in  1901  this  manuscript  went 
to  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C. 
No.  2.  Second  Draft.  The  Hay  Copy,  was  in 
Lincoln's  secretary  John  Hay's  possession,  in 
ink,  two  sheets  legal  size,  given  to  the  Library 
of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C.  by  Hays' 
children  in  1916. 

No.  3.  Third  Draft.  The  Everett  Copy.  Re- 
quested by  Edward  Everett,  the  main  speaker 
at  Gettysburg.  Two  sheets  and  in  ink.  This  is 
the  first  copy  of  this  listing  to  have  "under 
God"  appear  in  the  text.  Reporters  on  the  scene 
heard  and  noted  the  "under  God"  recited  at 
Gettysburg.  It  is  in  the  State  Historical  Library 
at  Springfield,  Illinois. 
No.  4.  The  Fourth  Draft.  The  Bancroft  Copy. 
Draft  requested  by  Historian  George  Bancroft 
in  February  1864.  In  1949  it  was  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New 
York. 

No.  5.  The  Fifth  Draft.  The  Bliss  Copy.  It  was 
written  out  specially  for  Col.  Alexander  Bliss, 
and  contains  the  title  heading  and  full  signa- 
ture as  requested  by  Bliss.  This  one  is  known 
as  the  standard  text  and  is  in  ink  on  three  sheets 
of  paper.  In  1949  it  was  donated  to  the  White 
House  in  Washington,  D.C. 
This  sixth  copy,  the  Wills  draft,  one  page 
survives  in  ink  on  legal  size  paper,  and  is  the  only 
other  draft  signed  by  Lincoln,  as  per  the  Judge's 
request.  Apparently  this  draft  could  have  been 
written  in  Washington  or  Gettysburg,  or  started 
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Reproduction  of  the  newly  found  page  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  in  Lincoln's  handwriting. 


Lincoln  giving  his  Gettysburg  Address. 


in  Washington  and  finisiied  in  Gettysburg  at 
Judge  Wills  home.  At  any  rate,  it  could  have  been 
the  copy  Lincoln  placed  back  in  his  pocket  and 
took  back  to  Washington  with  him.  When  in  a 
few  days  Judge  Wills  letter  of  request  came  to 
him.  it  would  have  been  a  simple  matter  for 
Lincoln  to  endorse  it  and  to  have  it  sent  back  to 
the  judge  at  Gettysburg.  Whether  or  not  the  Wills 
document  was  written  partially  in  Washington 
and  partly  in  Gettysburg  may  never  be  deter- 
mined for  sure.  Several  observers  on  the  scene  at 
Judge  Wills  home  did  note  that  Lincoln  did  some 
w  riting  there  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th  of  November.  Most 
historians  who  have  researched  the  facts  con- 
cerning it  believe  Lincoln  had  the  first  draft  with 
him  at  Gettysburg.  If  Lincoln  improved  on  his 
first  draft  at  Gettysburg  or  corrected  his  speech 
there  and  wrote  out  the  Wills  draft  there,  it  is 
likel\-  he  read  from  the  later  corrected  version  at 
the  dedication.  The  other  last  three  drafts  were 
written  out  after  the  occasion  in  1864. 

The  Wills  copy  is  on  blue-gray  fools  cap 
paper,  and  John  Nicolay  himself  wrote  that  Lin- 
coln often  used  '-Bluish-gray  foolscap  of  large 
size  with  wide  lines,  habitually  for  long  formal 
documents. ■■ 

The  initial  unveiling  of  this  Wills  draft  took 
place  in  Springfield  where  the  public  and  a 


number  of  Lincoln  scholars  were  on  hand  at 
American  Legion  Post  32  for  the  ceremony  to 
announce  the  newly  found  document,  February 
11  and  12,  1991.  Newspapers,  radio  and  TV 
representatives  were  invited  and  attended  and 
the  Associated  Press  ran  nationwide  coverage  of 
the  event.  TV  cameramen  zoomed  in  on  the 
displayed  document  and  showed  it,  especially 
Lincoln's  signature,  as  big  as  it  could  be  enlarged 
on  the  TV  screen.  Publicity  packages  with  the 
reproductions  of  the  document  and  facts  con- 
cerned with  it  were  given  out  by  Phillip  H. 
Wagner,  my  agent  in  Illinois.  Both  the  public  and 
the  Lincoln  scholars  in  attendance  agreed  that 
the  document  looked  good,"  and  asked  many 
questions  about  it  at  the  press  conference.  One 
question  asked  was  if  it  could  possibly  be  forged, 
the  answer  was,  "Even  if  it  was  possible,  no  self- 
respecting  forger  would  have  stopped  at  one 
page;  he  would  have  attempted  to  do  the  whole 
thing."  Asked  if  I  was  going  out  to  look  for  the 
first  page,  I  replied  "No,  if  it  does  exist,  with  my 
luck,  someone  will  sooner  or  later  bring  it  to  me 
anyway." 

A  second  press  conference  was  held  in  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  Nov.  1 9  1 99 1 ,  at  the  Illinois  State 
Capitol  Buildings'  press  and  media  room  con- 
ducted by  Virgil  Tipton,  past  post  commander  of 
Post  32,  American  Legion,  its  members,  and 
Phillip  H.  Wagner,  my  art  and  book  agent.  We 
have  all  been  members  of  Post  32  for  a  number  of 
years. 

This  press  and  TV  coverage  meeting  was  held 
to  publicly  announce  the  climax  of  a  series  of 
positive  tests  conducted  since  February.  This 
very  gratifying  and  final  forensic  test  proved  that 
the  writing  on  the  paper  was  applied  in  Lincoln's 
own  time  and  verifies  that  the  written  document 
dates  from  the  1 860s.  This  scientific  report  from 
the  Roderick  McNeil  Rocky  Mountain  Labs  in 
Poison.  Montana,  concluded  that  "the  document 
is  genuine."  The  McNeil  four  page  written  report 
states  the  ink,  paper  and  water  mark  are  from  the 
period.  This  test  is  the  most  sophisticated  know  n 
and  is  the  ultimate  test.  Even  the  few  detractors 
or  doubters  of  the  document  could  not  suggest 
any  further  tests  that  could  be  made. 

Rod  McNeil  indicated  that  the  ink  on  the 
written  page  tested  out  to  be  different  in  compo- 
sition than  the  ink  on  the  back  endorsement.  This 
scientil'ic  fact  strongly  suggests  that  Lincoln 
endorsed  the  back  panel  to  Judge  Wills  at  a  later 
date  because  the  ink  is  aditTerenl  ink  than  that  on 
the  body  of  the  address. 

Furtherevidence  suggests  that  Lincoln  copied 
this  Wills  draft  from  the  similiar  Hay  draft  w  hich 


contained  crossed-out  words.  Thus  the  Hay  draft  have  access  to  his  papers.  (It  had  not  yet  become 
(second  known  copy)  was  in  all  likelihood  profitable  to  forge.)  The  Hay  draft  which  it 
Lincoln's  file  copy.  Seasoned  Lincoln  scholars  resembles  was  not  even  known  about,  or  made 
have  long  known  that  Lincoln  had  the  habit  of  known  to  the  public  until  1906. 
making  file  copies  of  his  letters  and  documents  in  I  have  no  problem  with  the  fact  that  my  Wills 
his  own  hand.  They  are  original  writings,  not  copy  is  similar  to  the  Hay  copy  in  line  arrange- 
tracings  and  have  turned  up  from  time  to  time  ment  and  format.  It  was  obviously  copied  line  by 
and  compare  with  the  original  writings  sent  out.  line  from  the  Hay  draft  by  Lincoln  and  with 
Slight  changes  or  corrections  can  be  seen.  In  the  corrections  made  for  use  as  his  original  reading 
Wills 's  copy,  the  term  "under  God"  was  inserted,  copy.  The  Hay  copy  was  good  enough  to  keep  for 
just  as  the  reporters  heard  him  deliver  the  speech  his  file  copy,  where  it  later  came  into  possession 
at  Gettysburg.  The  similiar  Hay  copy  has  five  of  John  Hay.  The  signed  copy  was  suitable  for 
crossed-out  words  and  other  corrections  in  it,  and  endorsing  and  sending  to  Judge  Wills  who  re- 
does not  have  the  phrase  "under  God."  quested  "the  original." 

So  it  is  with  great  confidence  that  I  can  say,  I        This  newly  discovered  Wills  draft  page  is 

think  I  have  done  about  everything  possible  to  actually  the  best  part  of  President  Lincoln's 

authenticate  the  document  I  have  found.  The  few  reading  copy  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg, 

doubters  have  had  ample  time  to  respond — but  Despite  a  lack  of  provenance,  and  the  fact  that 

none  have  offered  any  positive  conclusive  evi-  this  document  was  somehow  lost  for  all  these 

dence  to  discredit  it.  years,  this  physical  article  speaks  for  itself  quite 

The  overwhelming  evidence  from  almost  a  boldly.  I  believe  it  is  indeed  a  top  treasure  and  of 

year's  testing,  by  the  nation's  most  reliable  Lin-  great  value. 

coin  handwriting  experts  and  the  foremost  ink  Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple,  renowned  author  and 
and  old  paper  specialists,  topped  off  with  McNeil's  Lincoln  historian  has  continually  made  enthusi- 
Scanning  Auger  analysis  test  and  his  Secondary  astic  comments  and  appraisals  of  its  genuine 
Ion  Mass  Spectometry  test  (SIMS)  reveal  the  aspects  and  from  the  onset  expressed  his  belief  in 
document  is  genuine.  the  reality  of  this  long  lost  document,  and  de- 
There  were  no  known  forgers  of  Lincoln's  clared,  "Now,  all  the  books  on  Gettysburg  will 
handwriting  in  Lincoln's  era.  They  did  not  even  have  to  be  re-written." 


For  more  information  on  the  supposed 
sixth  draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  see 
'The  'lost'  draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address" 
in  Lincoln  Legends:  Myths,  Hoaxes,  and 
Confabulations  Associated  with  Our  Greatest 
President  by  Edward  Steers. 


